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HENRY (HANK) TOPAS IS THE NEW QUEBEC REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF 
B’NAI  BRITH Canada  in Quebec. Topas is also the cantor at Congregation 
Beth Tivkah in Dollard Des Ormeaux.  “I have spent the majority of my life 
as part of Montreal’s Jewish community,” he said. “It is an honour to take 
on the important task of directing the Quebec region for B’nai Brith 
Canada.”  
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The spirit of Passover is the 
spirit of optimism.  It is our assur-
ance that whatever Jewry may have 
suffered, whatever Jewry may 
suffer in the future, it has still the 
power  to rise above the agony of the 
present and work towards a future 
in which  not Jews alone but all 
peoples may share the four free-
doms enunciated by President 
Roosevelt - freedom of speech, free-
dom of worship, freedom from want 
and freedom from fear. 

Passover does, indeed, mark 
a turning point in Jewish history.  
During the three hundred years in 
which the Israelites suffered the 
stinging lash of the Egyptian whip 
they were hammered on the anvil of 
oppression and suffering, into a 
people.  This people struggled, as so 
many peoples have struggled over 
the past centuries, for self-deter-
mination, for the right to satisfy its 
own spiritual and religious aspira-
tions.  Finally, under the guidance

of Moses, probably the greatest per-
sonality the world has ever known,  
our ancient ancestors emerged out 
of their Egyptian ghetto and began 
their first faltering steps towards 
the fulfillment of what has turned 
out be a historic purpose. 

But Passover has a meaning 
which goes beyond the historic and 
philosophical.  Its observance 
creates a radiance and warmth 
which is unique in the Jewish tradi-
tion.  Our recollections of Seders 
past are among the most tender 
and most heart-warming memories 
many of us have.  The Passover rit-
ual has meaning which even the 
most rationalistic secularists are 
able to grasp. It has a beauty which 
no other aspect of Jewish life, even 
a synagogue service, can begin to 
match.  Jewish life is, indeed, seen 
at its finest and most beautiful from 
the vantage point of a seat at the 
Passover table and in the stirrings 
of memories, ancient and new. 
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PRESIDENTIAL MATZAH -  THE BIGGEST MATZA IN ISRAEL IS 
DISPLAYED AT ISAAC HERZOG’S RESIDENCE 

REFLECTIONS ON PASSOVER
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THE WORLD IN REVIEW 
NEWS OF THE RECENT PAST IS REVIEWED 

 
By NOAH FREEDMAN

A Concession 
For Passover 
 

Hunter College High 
School is a prestigious mid-
dle and high school in Man-
hattan.  It is a coveted 
destination for many New 
York City students, includ-
ing Jews. 

But is also in-
credibly difficult to get into.  
Indeed, getting to  even 
write its three-hour en-
trance exam is by invitation 
only and open only to stu-
dents whose scores on  
state exams in English and 
math exceed a high thres-
hold.  Nor can a student get 
into the school after the sev-
enth grade. 

This year’s entrance 
exam was scheduled for 
April 5th, the morning of 
the first Pesach Seder.  
Erica  Rahavy’s son was in-
vited to take the test but 
was dismayed that the 
school did not seem to un-
derstand that Jews “travel 
to be with their families on 
the holidays.”  “I have no 
problem missing the day of 
school for my kids”, she 
said.  “We’ve done that be-
fore to celebrate holidays 
with our families.  It should-
n’t be so high-stakes that 
it’s just one day or nothing.” 

Rahavy sent an e-
mail to the school asking if 
administrators would offer 
“alternate time for students 
celebrating the holiday.”   

Hunter College re-
sponded tersely: “The En-
trance Exam will only be 
held on Wednesday April 5, 
2023 in the morning and 
students will have about 
three hours to complete 
the exam.  HCCS is unable 
to administer make-up 
exams.”

But the school, 
knowing that New York city 
schools are obliged to show 
sensitivity to religious ob-
servance,  had a change of 
heart.   Its website an-
nounced that “an alternate 
test date for religious  ob-
servance on Tuesday after-

noon, April 4, 2023, held at 
Hunter College, will be 
made available on request.” 

Rahavy believes that 
accommodating a widely 
observed Jewish holiday in 
New York, where Jews  
make up more than 10% of 
the population, was the only

option Hunter  had. “I can’t 
imagine they would have 
planned this out on Christ-
mas Eve when families 
travel to be with each other 
for the holidays,” she said. 
 
Escaped Ukraine - 
Died in Turkey 
 

Yulia Petrova and 
her two sons, 10-year-old 
Zachar and 5-year-old Mat-
thew,  managed to escape 
from war torn Ukraine less 
than a year ago.  The Jewish 
family  fled to Turkey. 

The bodies of 
Petrova and her two sons 
were found buried under 
the ruins in Antakya, the 
southermost province of 
Turkey.  They were among 
the thousands of victims of 
the devastating earthquake 
which ravaged the country. 

“We spoke for the 
last time on the evening of 
February 5th, and at 4am 
the disaster struck,” Yulia’s 
father, Sergey Petrov, said.  
“I lost touch with them 
then.” 

Yulia’s husband is a 
solder in the Ukrainian 
army and is in hospital re-
covering from wounds suf-
fered during the fighting. 

Estimates of the 
number of Jews in Ukraine 
vary but Hebrew demog-
rapher Sergio Della Per-
gola’s  says that Ukraine is 
home to between 56,000 
and 140,000 Jews, making 
it the fourth largest Jewish 
community in Europe and 
the eleventh largest in the 
world. 
 

FORMER US AMBASSADOR TO THE UN NIKKI 
Haley launched her presidential campaign by de-
claring that an administration under her leader-
ship would “stand by our friends Israel and 
Ukraine against Iran and Russia.”.  In  a pres-
idential launch video Haley is seen touring Is-
rael’s border with the Gaza Strip in a helicopter 
followed by a shot of her walking with Likud MK 
Danny Danon, Israels former ambassador to the 
UN.  “Nikki is a true friend of Israel”, said Danon.  
“I have no doubt she will always stand by our 
side.”  “The better and stronger we make Israel, 
the safer we make the world”, says Haley.  Haley 
is seen here with Israeli-Canadian billionaire 
businessman and philanthropist Sylvan Adams.

Moroccan Textbooks 
Embrace Jewish Life 
 

A report conducted 
by the Israeli-British organ- 
            (Please turn to page 16)
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WHY OHIO TOWN IS   
NAMED EAST PALESTINE

WHY MANY AMERICAN  TOWNS HAVE BIBLICAL NAMES 
 

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

has one or more towns 
named after biblical sites or 
individuals. Altogether, 
there are more than 1,000 
biblically-named towns from 
coast to coast. 

Towns such as East 
Palestine, Ohio, were estab-
lished by 19th-century reli-
gious Christian settlers; 
they chose those names to 
express their spiritual at-
tachment to the land and 
people of the Bible. When 
they thought of Palestine, 
they recalled the Jewish 
kingdoms and temples of  
      (Please turn to page 14)

 biblical center of sin. 
In Texas, in addition 

to Palestine, there are towns 
named Hebbronville and 
Joshua. There is a Hebron 
in North Dakota and a Sinai 
in South Dakota, a Jerusa-
lem in Arkansas, a Jericho 
in Vermont, a Bethlehem as 
well as a Nazareth in Penn-
sylvania, and a Zion in 
Maryland.   Nearly every state

Dr. Rafael Medoff is the author of more than 20 
books about Jewish history and Zionism, including The His-
torical Dictionary of Zionism with Chaim I. Waxman. The fol-
lowing article  was published in the Jewish Journal of Los 
Angeles. - The Editor

BEST WISHES FOR PASSOVER TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

 at all. 
Elsewhere in Ohio, 

there are towns named He-
bron, Gilboa, Canaan, and 
Shiloh (two of them, in fact). 
There’s even a Sodom, 
which was given its name 
after a prohibition advocate, 
disappointed at the small 
turnout for his lecture in 
1840, jokingly compared 
the locale to that infamous 

A toxic spill has 
drawn the nation’s atten-
tion to the little town of East 
Palestine, Ohio, just as 
another tragedy, the explo-
sion of the space shuttle 
Columbia in 2003, turned 
the nation’s gaze upon the 
town of Palestine, Texas, 
where much of the debris 
landed. 

The tragic spotlight 
now shining on Ohio’s “East 
Palestine” naturally leaves 
some people curious as to 
why it has such as unusual 
name. The answer is that 
it’s not a very unusual name
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COMMUNITY 
REPORT

KEEPING AN EYE ON MONTREAL AND OTTAWA 
 

By MIKE COHEN

A BLESSED PASSOVER 
 

JEWISH FRIENDS 
WE STAND WITH ISRAEL AND ITS RIGHT 

TO DEFEND ITSELF AGAINST ALL LIES

sonal memoirs and 14,000 
works in the Beaverbrook 
Collection of War Art. In 
total, the collection com-
prises more than three mil-
lion artifacts, specimens, 
works of art, written doc-
uments and sound and vi-
sual recordings.  A visit here 
represents a true educa-
tional experience for people 
of all ages, most notably 
students. Info: 
https://www.warmuseum.ca  

NATIONAL HOLO-
CAUST MONUMENT: Lo-
cated across the street from 
the Canadian War Museum 
(corner of Wellington and 
Booth streets), the National 
Holocaust Monument 
(https://www.holocaust-
monument.ca/index.php? 
ang=en#visit), entitled 
Landscape of Loss, Memory 
and Survival, ensures that 
          (Please turn to page 22)

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH  

TO THE COMMUNITY

CANADIAN WAR 
MUSEUM: I recently visited 
the Canadian War Museum 
in Ottawa for the first time 
and spent three hours in 
awe of what I saw. The mu-
seum’s exhibition galleries 
and public programs have 
been designed to emphasize 
the human experience of 
war. The Canadian Experi-
ence Galleries present the 
military history of Canada 
from earliest times to pres-
ent day, as well as Canada’s 
history of honoring and re-
membrance. Each gallery 
highlights defining mo-
ments in Canada’s military 
history and the ways in 
which past events have 
shaped the nation. The mu-
seum’s collections  are 
among the finest military 
holdings in the world, in-
cluding rare vehicles, artil-
lery, uniforms. medals. per-
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FOOTLIGHT 
FOOTNOTES 

NAMES IN THE NEWS FROM TV, STAGE,  
SCREEN AND SPORTS 

 
By CHAIM BALINSKY

Eugene Levy’s “The 
Reluctant Traveller” ap-
peared on AppleTV+ - You 
Tube. Levy visits some of 
the world's most beautiful 
and intriguing destinations 
in Costa Rica, Finland, 
Italy, Japan, Maldives, Por-
tugal, South Africa, and the 
United States, exploring ho-
tels and places.  While not 
strictly speaking a “funny 
travel show”, Levy says that 
“humour comes through me 
and my reluctance to en-
gage in things I would never 
normally engage in.”  In 
Costa Rica, for example, Eu-
gene journeys into the jun-
gle, where he sleeps among 
the trees, comes face-to-
face with deadly wildlife, 
and conquers a major fear. 

Alden Ehrenreich, 
who stars in the movie 
“Cocain Bear”, made a home

movie that he and some 
friends showed at a bar 
mitzvah in Los Angeles in 
2009.  One of the guests at 
the event was Steven Spiel-
berg.  Spielberg introduced 
him to Francis Ford Cop-
pola and Ehrenreich was 
on his way to acting 
fame...Comedian Modi Ro-
senfeld’s target audience is 
mostly Orthodox Jews.  Re-
cently Rosenfeld came out 
as gay.  But he has not lost 
his Orthodox audience.  He 
is still getting plenty of gigs 
at Orthodox synagogues. 

Joanie Leeds, a 
children’s  musician and 
Grammy winner, and Mikey 
Pataker, a “devoted rock 
artist” from California, are 
on a mission.  There is  a 
Grammy Award for just 
about every kind of music. 
             (Please turn to page 10) 

Together. 
Stronger than ever.

PASSOVER
CHAG PESACH
SAMEACH!

Scan to see how 
Federation CJA supports 
the Jewish community

The demand for food in our community over 
the last year has increased by 11.5%. Thanks 
to you, our food security relief efforts helped 
to deliver over 8,200 food and basic essential 
packages to households, easing the daily 
burden and ensuring families could celebrate 
the Jewish holidays with dignity.

Year after year, our community pulls together 
to ensure no one is left behind.
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TRAVEL TALES
HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER 

 
By ALEXANDRA COHEN

FORT LAUDER-
DALE: Last winter I was 
thrilled to make my escape 
for a winter getaway in the 
sunny state of Florida. For 
the first time, I had the op-
portunity to visit Fort Lau-
derdale, which was a real 
treat (https://www.visit 
lauderdale.com). 

Fort Lauderdale is 
the largest municipality in 
Broward County, which en-
compasses 1,197 square 
mi les  wi th  24 mi les  o f  

Atlantic Ocean beach. It has 
a resident population of 
over 1.95 million people.  

Fort Lauderdale is 
the home to about  24000 
Jews out of a population of 
180,000, There are around 
10 synagogues in the Fort 
Lauderdale area covering 
many different streams of 
Judaism.  Of the 16 syn-
agogues listed in the Fort 
Lauderdale Yellow Pages,  
four are in Plantation, four 
are listed n Sunrise, three in

Lauderdale, two in Miami 
Beach and one in Miami.   

WHERE TO STAY: 
During my trip, I chose to 
stay at the B Ocean Resort 
(https://www.boceanresort. 
com/), which many people 
may remember as the 
former Sheraton Yankee 
Clipper. 

The  Jewish CEO 
and founder of B Hotels & 
Resorts is Ayelet Weinstein, 
who started working in 
multi-family and condo-
conversions in 1996. In 
2004, she became inter-
ested in a local building that 
she assumed to be an 
apartment building. After 
pursuing the building and 
learning it was, in fact, a 
hotel, she discovered a pas-
sion for the hospitality in-
dustry and has remained 
involved ever since. 

The resort is con-
veniently located in the 
heart of the city, around 15 
minutes from Fort Lauder-
dale-Hollywood Inter-
national Airport, Port 
Everglades, downtown Las 
Olas Boulevard and along 
the famed coastal highway 
A1A. The B Ocean Resort 
offers 481 spacious guest 
rooms and suites, ranging 
in size from 300 sq. ft. to a 
lavish 1,700 sq. ft. – all of 
which are inspired by the 
property’s serene ocean-
front location.  

The hotel has five 
restaurants on site. The 
Salty Siren is the hotel’s 
poolside restaurant. Other-
wise, the hotel offers sea-
food and Mediterranean 
cuisine at the Naked Crab,  
drinks and brunch with 
mermaid shows and bur-
lesque shows at the Wreck 
Bar, more drinks and cock-

Happy Passover to 

Our Jewish 

Friends and Patrons

tails at the Florida Bar in 
the lobby, and the grab and 
go Clipper Express, which 
includes offerings such as 
bagels, croissants, muffins, 
juice, coffee, and chips. 
Come by in the evening for 
grab and go sushi as well! 
 The B Hotel and Re-
sort is located at 1140 Sea-
breeze Blvd. For more 
details go to www.bocean 
resort.com or call 1-954-
524-5551. B Hotels also 
has locations in the Florida 
Keys and in the Disney 
Springs area in Lake Buena 
Vis ta .  Vis i t  http://www. 
bhotelsandresorts.com 

A TRUE DELIGHT 
ON THE BEACH: We were 
thrilled to discover that The 
B Hotel & Resort partners 
with the award-winning 
Boucher Management(www. 
boucherbrothers.com)  in 
order to pamper guests 
            (Please turn to page 22) 

HAPPY PASSOVER TO OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS AND GUESTS FROM 

MONTREAL
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plan your visit of the model 
apartments AND COMMON AREAS 

on appointment

4 3 8 - 7 0 1 - 2 8 6 5e l e v a m o n t r e a l . c o m 

the most prestigious  
rental complex for active RETIREES  

in downtown montreal

M O V E - I N  R E A D Y

E L E V A T E  Y O U R S E L F
T O  A  H I G H E R  L E V E L

2 3 3 0  t u p p e r  s t r e e t
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BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS  

PASSOVER CELEBRATION 

TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

THROUGHOUT MONTREAL

Joignez vous à nous pour offrir les meilleurs 
voeux à nos amis juifs  

de partout à Montréal et du West Island  
a l’occasion de Passover

FOOTLIGHT FOOTNOTES 
(Continued from page 7)

But there’s no specifically 
Jewish category.  The two 
Jewish musicians are sub-
mitting a proposal to the 
Recording Academy to add 
“best Jewish music album” 
to the lists of awards...The 
late Richard Belzer may 
not have “worked Jewish”.  
But his routines often in-
cluded bits and pieces of 
Jewish material.  Moreover,   
the role for which he was 
best known, Det. John 
Munch on “Homicide: Life 
on the Street” and “Law and 
Order: Special Victims 
Unit”, identified as Jewish.  
Yet no mention was made in 
various obituaries that

Belzer was Jewish. 
Mayim Bialik owes 

her hosting gig on ‘Jeop-
ardy’  to her son.  Fifteen-  
year-old son Miles told her 
that he saw a post on social 
media that ‘Jeopardy’ was 
looking for guest hosts.  
“Mama, you should be the 
host”, he told Mayim.  
“That’s not going to 
happen”, she responded but 
she asked her agent to pur-
sue it anyway.    “My kid 
was right”, admits the host. 

Mel Brooks’ “His-
tory of the World Part 11”,  
debuted on Hulu in March.  
He has not ruled out a 
sequel to “Blazing Saddles”.

THE FIRST JEWISH WEDDING WAS HELD RE-
cently in the newly inaugurated Abrahamic 
Family House in the UAE.  Avi Berkowitz, a former 
assistant to U.S President Donald Trump, was 
married at the Moses Ben Maimon Synagogue, 
one of three houses of worship in the interfaith 
complex which opened in 2022.  The Abrahamic 
Family House, with its synagogue,  church and 
mosque, is the first of its kind in the Middle East 
and was designed by British architect Sir David 
Adjaye.  “Essentially, the inspiration was to un-
derstand that the three religions really emanate 
from this extraordinary region,” Adjaye said.  The 
synagogue has a main sanctuary, two mikvot, 
beit midrash and a residence for a young rabbin-
ical couple who will live on site.  

A JEWISH WEDDING IN THE  
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
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When asked how the death 
of Carl Reiner affected him 
Brooks replied. “I can’t tell 
you how much I miss Carl 
but he would never want 
tragedy to stand in the way 
of comedy.” 

Lily Brasch became 
the first model with muscu-
lar dystrophy to walk the 
runway unassisted at New 
York Fashion Week, Brasch. 
who is an Orthodox Jew, 
and goes by the stage name 
Lily B, walked the catwalk 
at 5 p.m. in order to have 
time to prepare for Shabbat.  
After the event she walked 
to a nearby hotel to wel-
come the Sabbath with her 
sisters. 

Walter Mirisch, to-
gether with his two 
brothers, Harold and Mar-
vin, founded Mirisch Co. in 
1967. The independent pro-
duction company produced 
many film classics over the 

FINE CUISINE ASIATIQUE  • FINE ASIAN CUISINE 
Livraison Local Gratuite 

Local Free Delivery 
17:30 - 21:30 

4050 St. Catherine Ouest 
Westmount, Qc H3Z 1P2 

Tel: 514-935-9478 • www.shanghaigrill.ca

 WE WISH ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND PATRONS 

A JOYOUS PASSOVER CELEBRATION

We Extend Best wishes to our 
Jewish Friends and Customers 

throughout Montreal 
On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER

years, including Some Like 
It Hot,  West Side Story, The 
Apartment and In The Heat 
of the Night.  Mirisch died 
recently at 102...Gene Sim-
mons, born Chaim Witz in 
Haifa and former lead 
singer of the rock band 
KISS, has announced the 
band’s farewell tour.  It will 
start in Austin, Texas and 
go on to locations across the 
United States and Canada. 

It was quite a per-
formance by Orthodox Jew-
ish pitcher Jacob 
Steinmetz at the recent 
World Baseball Classic.  The 
19-year old, the first Ortho-
dox Jew to be drafted into 
Major League Baseball, 
started for Team Israel 
against the Dominican Re-
public, which is loaded with 
major league superstars. 
Steinmetz struck out 
Manny Machado, Gary San-
chez and Jeremy  Peña.



Gregory Kelley 
Député de / MNA for 

Jacques-Cartier

Elisabeth Prass  
Députée de / MNA for 

D’Arcy-McGee

Marwah Rizqy 
Députée de / MNA for 

Saint-Laurent

Jennifer Maccarone 
Députée de / MNA for 

Westmount–Saint-Louis

Enrico Ciccone 
Député de / MNA for 

Marquette

Monsef Derraji 
Député de / MNA for 

Nelligan
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Frédéric Beauchemin 
Député de / MNA for 
Marguerite-Bourgeoys

DE LA PART DE VOS
DÉPUTÉS

BONNE FÊTE DE PESSA’H !

HAPPY PASSOVER
ON BEHALF OF
YOUR MNAs! 

Désirée McGraw 
Députée de / MNA  for  
Notre-Dame-de-Grâce

Brigitte B. Garceau 
Députée de / MNA for 

Robert-Baldwin
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CHAG PESACH SAMEACH 

TO THE COMMUNITY
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WHY EAST PALESTINE 
(Continued from page 5)

was a town named “Pales-
tine” in the western part of 
the state—likewise founded 
by religious Christians who 
wanted to infuse their town 
with “holy memories”—gov-
ernment officials, in assign-
ing the new post office, 
added the prefix “East.” 

That early account 
of East Palestine’s founding 
was published in 1905, 
when it was common for a 
married woman’s name to 
be hidden behind that of 
her husband. But a histori-
cal marker in front of the 
log house where the Cham-
berlins once lived tells us 
that the name of the doc-
tor’s wife was Rebecca—an 
appropriately biblical name 
for a woman who took her 
Bible seriously. 

Not surprisingly, 
numerous churches quickly 
sprung up in East Palestine 
and its environs. Lutheran 
and Reformed congrega-
tions established the Salem 
Church, choosing a name

ancient times, as well as the 
events surrounding the 
origins of Christianity in the 
Jewish town of Bethlehem. 
In their prayers, they 
prayed for the return of the 
Jews to the Holy Land, 
which they understood to 
be inextricably linked to the 
coming messianic age. 

The area that be-
came East Palestine was 
originally known as Me-
chanicsburg. There are a 
number of towns in the U.S. 
that were originally settled 
by mechanics of various 
types. But in the case of 
Ohio, “Mechanicsburg” was 
changed in 1836 because—
according to an early his-
tory of the region—“the wife 
of Dr. Robert Chamberlin 
desired a more euphonious 
appellation and desired it 
[be] called ‘Palestine,’ the 
quiet beauty of the little 
town, and the earnest, vir-
tuous, simple life of its 
people suggesting to her a 
name recalling holy mem-
ories.” 

Since there already 

(including its founder), texts 
that do not mention any 
Palestinian Arabs.  

Certainly Americans 
were aware that there were 
Arabs living in Palestine in 
the 19th century. Mark 
Twain, for example, had 
mentioned them in his ac-
count of his visit to the Holy 
Land, The Innocents 
Abroad (1869). So had Her-
man Melville in his famous 
Clarel: A Poem and the Pil-
grimage in the Holy Land 
(1876).  

But it was common 
knowledge that the Arab 
population of Palestine was 
relatively small and unset-
tled, and that the Arab res-
idents of 19th-century 
Palestine regarded them-
selves as part of southern  
Syria, not as a separate na-
tionality. H. Allen Tupper, 
Jr. wrote in the New York 
Times in 1896, after having 
“ridden on horseback more 
than four hundred miles 
through Palestine and 
Syria,” that virtually the 
only local people he en-

derived from “Jerusalem.” 
Evangelical Lutherans 
founded the St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, while Methodists 
originally held their services 
in a local school—the sep-
aration between church and 
state was still rather fuzzy 
in those days—before even-
tually erecting their Meth-
odist Episcopal Church. 
East Palestine also had a 
United Presbyterian Church 
and, later, another house of 
worship with a biblically-in-
spired name, the Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church. 

When America’s reli-
gious Christian settlers 
thought of the Holy Land, 
they thought of the Hebrew 
bible and the area’s 3,000 
years of Jewish inhabitation, 
not the Koran or the more 
recently-arrived Arab res-
idents of the area. They 
thought of the many Jews 
who appear in the accounts 
of the birth of Christianity
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PETER LIPARI AND STAFF 

prayers of the founders of 
many of the biblically-
named towns  across Amer-
ica. And it is for the same 
reason that Bible-believing 
Christians today—probably 

including more than a few 
residents of East Palestine, 
Ohio—constitute one of the 
major sources of pro-Israel 
sentiment in the United 
States.

settlers undoubtedly pro-
nounced it the more com-
mon way because it was the 
Holy Land, with its deep 
Jewish roots, that burned 
bright in the hearts and  

countered were “merchant-
men with their long camel 
trains” and “wild Bedouin 
tribes” that “reside in one 
locality not more than two 
months.”   

Today’s residents 
pronounce East Palestine 
“Palesteen,” but the original

Peter Lipari, Proprietaire 
iga00108.lipari@sobeys. 
com



16                    The Jewish Standard, April 2023

dent Oren Eisner, con-
cluded that textbooks in 
Moroccan schools embrace 
Jewish life and that Jews 
are entwined in the national 
and cultural fabric of Mo-
rocco.  The study examined 
127 textbooks in state-run 
schools emphasizing social 
studies. history, Islamic 
studies, language and lit-
erature. 

“We want to thank 
the Kingdom of Morocco for 
taking steps to improve its 
curriculum  and spread tol-
erance and understanding 
throughout the Middle 
East” said Eisner.  The re-
port noted that reforms 
were meant to familiarize 
students with Jews and Ju-
daism “to a far greater ex-
tent than other curricula we 
have reviewed.”.  Students 
now know that the Jewish 
community is an “insep-
arable part” of Morocco, it 
continued. 

Added IMPACT-se 
CEO Marcus Sheff:  “We are 
struck by this unique em-
brace of Jews and Judaism

in the reformed Moroccan 
school curriculum.  The af-
fection through which Mo-
rocco’s Jewish community 
and its customs are repre-
sented as well as the lives of 
individual Moroccan Jews is 
heart-warming.” 

The report did sug-
gest one area of the curricu-
lum still needs attention.  
The Holocaust is not taught 
in schools and while a two -
state solution to the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict is 
endorsed, there is a clear 
bias for the Palestinian side. 

Morocco is home to 
some 2000 Jews. 
 
Blaming Team Woes 
On Jewish CBO 

 
Chaim Bloom is the 

Jewish Chief Baseball Of-
ficer of the Boston Red Sox.  
The team fan base is a rabid 
one and failure is not taken 
lightly. 

Unfortunately for 
Bloom, his arrival in Boston 

 (Please turn to page 18)

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 3)

tion IMPACT-se  that an-
alyzes schoolbooks and 
curricula for compliance 
with UNESCO-defined 

standards on peace and tol-
erance  in collaboration 
with the Jeffrey M. Talpins 
Foundation and its presi-

CHAG KASHER 
V’SAME’ACH



8845, Rue Pascal-Gagnon
MONTREAL (Qc)  H1P 1Z4
ROYALCERAMIC.COM
Tel.: 514.324.0002

MOSAIC •  PORCELAIN •  GRANITE •  QUARTZ •  CERAMICS
KITCHEN CABINETS • BATHROOM VANITIES • BATHROOM ACCESSORIES

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH TO OUR  CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS



18                    The Jewish Standard, April 2023

    

FRESH • DRY • INSTANT 

BEER AND WINE YEAST 

QUALITY BAKERY INGREDIENTS 

 

1602 Préfontaine 

Montreal 

Tel: 514-522-2133  • Fax: 514-522-2884 

www.lallemand.com

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends  

A Joyous Passover Celebration

Qu
ee L

t Quesesesess s et QQuébécoises eesesesesesis
e, e, lese, e, eee

isoisoisoioioco
airaiaia

cococ
-f-f-

écécé
oiroioioirirrr-f-f-ffairairairairirirrr sav sses e le le, le, lee, lee, lee, lee, lee, le, le, l

uébécois de la c
t les at les at les at les a

is de la ccoisécbéébué
s  ta talaleenntsnts ets es e ls talents e

communauté juimmunauté ommunauté jummunauté jmmunauté j
ations des  d

mmunauté j
aspspiaspiraspas
communauté juco e iv

de e ded
hhééhér

e LL

xxxxxxe’s eeeeex

L

Qu

eeLLL

 la a ca com la communauté communautéommunautété
t tient à t tient à tage et tient à ent à àriritaagge e e e

eernement  ggoouuvvernrnemnement ement ent  gouv

ns txpriment dans txxpxpxpxpxpxprxprxprxprxprixpriprimprimprimprimrimrimrimmmmemeeennntt daansans t
t Quuébécoises e Qu Qut Q es sesesseseseiseiseoisoisoisoisoisoiscoicoicococoécoécoécécécbécbébébébééb

u Qué au Québuiv juivé juive au Québee au Québee au Québee au Québeé juivé juivé j
 souligner la con soulig

ececoecoecoeco du Québec r

outes les sphèrtes les sphèrl hètoutes les sphèr
uébécois de la c cs de la ccois de la cécois de la cbécébué
toutes les sphèrtoutes les sphè

d Q é du Québec r du Québec r du Québec ruébec r
 souligner la con souligner la conouligner la conligner la congner la co

eececec ec dec d'aujouraujouraujouraujouraa'a'a'd'd'd d d dc dc d uuhuh'hd'dd'huiaujouujo
bbbububuution ution ution utionutiontribution triribribibbb

e eehehchchicric rie rce t cet cett ce riche nnnnnnananaaaaaaaaîît

e sociciociocie sociociociocso so se ertrtttr ocieeseses es de nos d d d ddd d de nor
communauté juimmunauté jummunauté jummunauté jui

onnaî

mmunauté jmmunauté jmmunauté ju

îaîaî

ommunauté juicommunauté juicommunauté juij
es r cici

onnononono
trintrntrntnt

i.

tététététété.té.té.té.tététététété.té.tétété.iéééééé
e iv

iéiéiiéiéééiéiéiéiéiéiéiééété

i.

dominating hockey and 
basketball. He acknowl-
edged that he is “suffering 
when we lose” just as much 
as his critics. 

Bloom is a Jewish 
day school graduate, ob-
serves shabbat and keeps a 
kosher home.  During his 
15 years with the Tampa 
Bay Rays prior to joining 
the Red Sox Bloom and his 
family lived close to Tropi-
cana Field so he could walk 
to home games on Friday 
nights.   
 
Saying “No” 
To Roger Waters 
 

Roger Waters, the 
bassist for Pink Floyd,  is a 
persistent critic of Israel.  
He is at the forefront of the 
BDS movement  and is con-
stantly spreading anti-
Semites tropes.  

Waters was sched-
uled to perform on May 28th

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 16)

in 2019 has coincided with 
two last place finishes and 
the departure of several 
high profile players to free 
agency.  The successful 
playoff run in 2021 has long 
been forgotten by fans used 
to repeated winning sea-
sons. 

And so Red Sox fans 
need a scapegoat and 
Bloom has become that tar-
get.  He told the Boston 
Globe that he has received 
death threats and anti-se-
mitic slurs as the team has 
struggled.   Last year, the 
team released a minor 
league player after a series 
of social media attacks 
against Bloom, including 
calling him “an embarrass-
ment to any torah-following 
jew.” 

Bloom maintains 
that he understands the 
frustration of the fans, 
especially with the Boston 
Bruins and Boston Celtics
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hall and recently an-
nounced that it was cancel-
ling the planned concert.  
“The background to the 
cancelation is the persistent 
anti-Israel behaviour of the 
former Pink Floyd front-
man, who is considered one 
of the most widely spread 
antisemites of the world,” 
the city said in a statement.  
“He repeatedly called for a 
cultural boycott of Israel 
and drew comparisons to 
the apartheid regime of 
South Africa and put pres-
sure on artists to cancel 
events in Israel.” 

Predictably, Waters 
reacted to the cancellation 
by retweeting messages of 
support from an author and 
editor at the Palestine 
Chronicle who denied that 
the singer is an antisemite 
and an editor at the Delhi, 
India-based Marxist pub-
lishing house Leftword 
Books, who defended 
Waters’ stance on Israel. 
“Love you my brother,” 
Waters tweeted at Vijay Pra-
shad, adding, “shoulder to 
shoulder. F–k em’!” 

Waters has now 
launched a lawsuit against 
the cities of Munich and 
Frankfurt for cancelling his 
shows.  At press time  Mu-
nich has relented.. 
 
Voters Support 
Corbyn Ban 
 

British Labor party 
leader Keir Starmer has 
blocked former party leader 
Jeremy Corbyn from, stand- 
            (Please turn to page 25) 

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH TO ALL OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

THROUGHOUT MONTREAL AND AREA

BEST WISHES FOR 

PASSOVER 

TO OUR FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

We Wish the Jewish Community a 

Joyous Passover Celebration

Nous nous joignons à 
tous nos amis juifs 
pour souhaiter nos 
meilleurs voeux  a 

l’occasion de Passover

HAPPY PASSOVER 

TO OUR FRIENDS 

AND CUSTOMERS

at Frankfurt, Germany’s 
Festhalle.  Festhalle was the 
site of the deportation of 
3000 Jews to their deaths 
just after Kristallnacht.  

The city of Frankfurt 
is part owner of the concert
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Place du Parc 
300, Léo-Pariseau, #1900 
Montreal, Qc H2X 4B5 

rsw.ca 
A Proven Partnership • Un Véritable Partenarait

We Wish All Our Jewish Friends and Clients a 

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH

Cummings Centre’s spring season offers more opportuni-
ties and social connections. From creative arts and music 
to entertainment, global affairs, fitness and social groups, 
plus dozens of ways to volunteer, the Cummings Centre 
makes it fun and easy to connect and get involved. This 
spring and summer, even more opportunities are being of-
fered, be it in person at our Westbury campus, at one of 
our off-site locations or online.  For several years David 
Gencher has been volunteering at both the Cummings 
Centre’s Woodshop and Stained Glass programs, and now 
he has taken the lead as a teacher for the upcoming sea-
son. His interest in stained glass started some 40 years 
ago by taking various courses in the Montreal area and he 
is eager to share his knowledge and enthusiasm for this 
popular craft with others. 

CUMMINGS IS IN FULL BLOOM 
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends and Clients 

throughout Montreal and Ottawa 

On the Occasion of 

PASSOVER
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Montreal, Quebec H2V 1E6 

514 274-9407 
https://perfrectoptical.ca

HAPPY PASSOVER FROM
TRAVEL TALES 

(Continued from page 8)

while they luxuriate at the 
beach.    I have had the 
pleasure of experiencing 
their hospitality during pre-
vious stays at hotels in the 
Hollywood and St. Peters-
burg areas.  

Boucher Brothers is 
a Hospitality Management 
Company that specializes in 
a variety of outlets including 
pool, beach, food and bever-
age, water sports and team 
building activities.  They are 
a forward-thinking and pro-
ficient hospitality company 
expanding across North 
America. The company cur-
rently owns a portfolio of 
over 100 hotels and con-
dominium properties, 45 
blocks of public beach 
throughout Florida’s east 
and west coasts and  50 
blocks of public beach in 
Virginia Beach. 

The Boucher 
Brothers know that when 
you come to the beach, you 
want to relax and feel pam-
pered – their courteous and 
friendly staff does just that. 
The Boucher Brothers team 
provided excellent service 
during my stay. Upon your 
arrival at the beach, they

will set you up with your 
free beach chairs, as well as 
an umbrella if you wish. 
Further, you have the op-
tion to rent the more luxu-
rious sun loungers, with 
comfortable cushioning and 
unobstructed views of the 
ocean. Servers from the 
hotel restaurant, The Salty 
Siren, come right to your 
seat to take your order, 
further enhancing your ex-
perience.  

DINING OUT: On 
the famous Fort Lauderdale 
boulevard that leads to the 
beach, you will find the 
Friendship Café, which is 
situated right next to the 
Las Olas Chabad Jewish 
Center. Part of The Friend-
ship Circle, a local non-
profit here in Montreal, the 
kosher Mediterranean res-
taurant and coffee bar 
serves lunch and dinner op-
tions, from falafel hummus 
plates and salads to kebab 
pita sandwiches and vege-
tarian shawarma. They offer 
training and employment 
opportunities to people with 
developmental and intellec-
tual disabilities.  

The Naked Crab 
Seafood Kitchen + Cocktail 
Bar  was conveniently lo-
cated right in our hotel 
lobby at the B Ocean Hotel 
and Resort.  It was a most 
convenient place to dine 
after checking in right at 
dinnertime.  The Naked 
Crab embodies authentic, 
local dining on Fort Lauder-
dale Beach. Executive Chef 
David Morales conceptual-
izes slightly different menus 
every season and blends to-
gether fresh ingredients and 
spices in order to create 
contemporary Mediterra-
nean dishes influenced by 
the flavors of Europe, North 
and South  America. The 
menu is sourced locally 
using fresh seafood and 
produce from local farms. 

We also experienced 
the Matchbox Restaurant 
(www.matchboxrestaurants.
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HAPPY PASSOVER TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

com), part of a an American 
chain first opened in 2003. 
Matchbox currently has 15 
locations, including Wash-
ington, Maryland, Virginia, 
and of course Florida. 
Matchbox is part of Thomp-
son Hospitality, one of the 
largest retail food service 
management companies in 
the USA. 

The Matchbox in 
Las Olas, Fort Lauderdale, 
opened in early 2022. It is 
located in a particularly 
trendy area which features 
dining and entertaining on 
the New River, with lovely 
water views.   Since its 
debut, Matchbox has be-
come known for brick oven 
pizzas, mini burgers, fresh 

salads, and chef-inspired 
entrées, like Miso salmon 
and chimichurri steak 
frites. Diners can enjoy el-
evated American-bistro fare 
crafted from high quality 
ingredients. I particularly 
enjoyed their delicious 
cocktails, including the 
strawberry rose margarita 
and the peach lemon drop, 
as well as the spinach and 
artichoke dip, the afore-
mentioned Miso salmon (a 
menu highlight!), as well as 
the chicken pesto pizza.  
 Matchbox is located 
at 221 SW 1St Avenue. 
Readers can call 954-751-
5959 for a reservation. Visit  
https://www.matchboxres 
taurants.com/.

when the COVID-19 pan-
demic began, are back in 
the saddle. Meanwhile, 
present-day CEGEP stu-
dents who missed their 
chance to experience an 
MOL will have the opportu-
nity to do so on a second 
trip slated for  May 28 to 
June 9.  Stephen is the 
ideal person to be at the 
helm. 

FEDERATION CJA 
PODCAST:   The Federation 
CJA 360 Podcast: The Pulse 
of Montreal’s Jewish Com-
munity, hosted by President 
and CEO Yair Szlak, is al-
ready a big hit. Each epi-
sode  features a captivating 
guest—from community 
leaders and experts to in-
fluencers—sharing their 
unique perspectives and in-
sight on topics such as Jew-
ish identity, Israel, 
antisemitism, Holocaust 
education, and philan-
thropy.  Log on to Feder-
ationCJA.org/Podcast.  

Mike Cohen can be 
reached at info@mike 
cohen.ca 

• 
COMMUNITY REPORT 

(Continued from page 6)
the lessons of the Holo-
caust, as well as the re-
markable contribution 
Holocaust survivors have 
made to Canada, remain 
within the national con-
sciousness for generations 

to come. Open daily from 
7  a.m. to 9  p.m. I took a 
quick look, but will have to 
go back for a proper visit on 
my next trip. 

CINESTARZ: I  went 
to the CinéStarz theatre

complex at  the St. Laurent 
Shopping Centre for the 
first time to see the motion 
picture The Fablemans.    
The  CinéStarz movie the-
atre chain, owned by Jew-
ish businessman Bruce 
Gurberg,  also has facilities 
in nearby Orleans and 
others in Burlington, On-
tario and three in the Mon-
treal area – Côte Saint-Luc, 
Côte des Neiges and St. 
Leonard.  Info: www.cine 
starz.ca.    

RABIN IS BACK:  
Federation CJA chose well 
when they hired Stephen 
Rabin last year as Director 
of Immersive Experiences 
and Missions for March of 
the Living (MOL), Birthright 
and more.  A former direc-
tor of the Y Country Camp, 
Stephen fits like a glove 
here.  It all starts with the 
first MOL trip in four years 
later this month to Poland 
and Israel April 16 to 28.   
Bobby Titleman and Eva 
Cohen, who were selected 
as co-chairs three years ago 
for a trip that was cancelled
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THE JEWISH COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF MONTREAL LAUNCHES

THE CENTRE FOR
PHILANTHROPIC LEARNING

Looking to make a difference in the world? The Jewish Community Foundation 
of Montreal (JCF) has a solution for you. Introducing the Centre for Philanthropic Learning (CPL), the first of its 
kind in Canada, designed to educate, engage, and empower donors, professionals, and charities. The Centre for 
Philanthropic Learning is being launched by the JCF in March 2023. Our interviewer sat down with Kathy Assayag, 
President, and CEO of the JCF, to talk more about the CPL will offer:

Interviewer: Thanks for sitting down with me, Kathy. Can you tell me more about the CPL and why the JCF has 
started this program? 

Kathy: My pleasure, it’s great to talk about this initiative – we’re very proud of it. The CPL is unique to Canada and 
aims to bring more people into the world of philanthropy and give charitable organizations the tools they need to be 
more effective and sustainable. We want to support and develop smart philanthropy and the CPL will be a key tool 
in achieving this. 

Interviewer: When is the Centre launching?  

Kathy: The CPL’s launch event is on March 30. We’re excited to have Scott Harrison, founder, and CEO of Charity:Water, 
and Anne-Marie Boucher, prominent philanthropist and Vice-President of the JCF, as our speakers. These leaders will 
share their knowledge and inspire attendees to think about the change they want to create in the world. We see the 
CPL as the place to provide our members with the tools to make this change happen. 

Interviewer: Can you tell me more about the future plans for the CPL? 
Kathy: Absolutely – the launch is just the beginning. Our goal is to share knowledge year-round. The CPL will offer educational resources, in-person and online 
seminars, and key networking events, and many of these resources will be available on our website for future reference. The variety of learning experiences 
we are offering through the CPL will, we hope, bring more people into the world of philanthropy, and help charitable organizations be more effective and 
sustainable. In the coming year, we have 9 other inspiring speakers, including Tal Ben-Shahar – on the science of happiness, Sarah Lomelin – on disrupting 
philanthropy and Dan Pallota – who will explain how restraints on charities undermine their potential. 

Interviewer: Ok, so is the CPL just for philanthropists?

Kathy: Actually no, it’s also for professionals and charities. We see the CPL has having major benefits for all those audiences. 

Interviewer: Great! It seems like a clear fit for philanthropists, but for professionals and charities, what are the benefits of being involved with the CPL? 

Kathy: Good question. For charities, we have designed the CPL and its resources to be an important tool they can use to be more effective in their planned 
giving and legacy campaigns, to help make them more sustainable in the long-term. By sharing our knowledge on smart giving tools that are tax effective and 
help donors maximize their philanthropy, we can leverage greater impact for the communities they serve. 

For professionals, and by that we mean accountants, lawyers, investment or insurance brokers, the CPL will provide them with the resources they need to 
engage their clients in conversations about charitable giving. We want to increase the involvement of these trusted advisors in philanthropy and therefore help 
increase the overall impact of giving in the community. 

Interviewer: Sounds really useful for those audiences. What type of topics will the upcoming resources and seminars cover? 

Kathy: Well, each speaker brings a unique perspective and their own experiences, so we will have some expert discussions on philanthropic topics like cross-
border issues, ethics and stewardship, and effective uses of life insurance, among many others. We hope the varied topics will give attendees the chance 
to discuss new and innovative thinking, while expanding their knowledge and diversifying their understanding. We want the CPL to ultimately strengthen 
philanthropy and the giving we see in our community and society at large.

Interviewer: Are these topics areas that the JCF are expert in too? 

Kathy: Yes, to some extent. The JCF is the home of smart philanthropy – we aim to inspire, enable, and optimize philanthropy to meet the growing needs 
of the Montreal Jewish Community and beyond. We offer a range of expert services, including endowment management, philanthropic planning, and tax 
planning. We have a highly experienced and professional team who can assist donors to fulfill their personal philanthropic goals in a tax-efficient manner. 

Interviewer: Thank you so much for your time today, Kathy! The CPL sounds interesting. If our readers wanted to find out 
more about the CPL or the JCF, how can they get in touch with you? 

Kathy: Thank you for giving me this opportunity to talk about the Centre for 
Philanthropic Learning! If donors, professionals or charities want to know more about 
the CPL, or if individuals would like to know more about the JCF and our services, they 
can visit www.jcfmontreal.org or contact us directly at info@jcfmontreal.org. We hope 
to hear from some of your readers and help make their philanthropic dreams a reality.

CENTRE FOR
PHILANTHROPIC

LEARNING
BY THE JCF
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9374 County Rd. Hwy 17 
Rockland, ON  K4K 1K9   

613 747-8882 
www.lamarcheelectric.ca 

ECRA/ESA    LIC 7002052 
 

Lamarche Electric Inc is a reputable  
electrical contractor serving the greater  

Ottawa area, as well as Gatineau. For a true 
full service electrical contractor, contact us!

CHAG PESACH SAMEACH 
to the Jewish Community of Ottawa

HAPPY PASSOVER TO THE 

JEWISH COMMUNITY OF OTTAWA

ing as a candidate in the 
next election.  It’s just one 
more attempt on the part of 
Starmer  to break with 
Labor’s anti-Semitic past.  

Corbyn says he will 
still seek the party nomi-
nation in a riding he has 
served since 1983 and 
where he still has consid-
erable support.  “Any at-
tempt to block my 
candidacy is a denial of due 
process, and should be op-
posed by anybody who be-
lieves in the value of 
democracy,” he said.  Ru-
mours have it that he will 
run as an Independent if he 
fails to secure the nomi-
nation in Islington North. 

British voters in 
general seem to support 
Starmer’s decision.  A poll 
by Savanta for the Politics 
Home website showed that 
55 per cent of voters sup-
ported Starmer while only 
23 per cent opposed it.    
Twenty-two percent of the 
2144 people polled said 
they did not know what to 
make of the decision.  
Twenty-eight precent said 
the move would affect their 
vote in the next election, 
with 12 percent saying it 
would make them less likely 
to vote Labour and 16 per-
cent saying it would make 
them more likely.  

Starmer is not apol-
ogizing for his decision.

Palestinian Artwork 
Removed 
 

Artwork  at the en-
trance to the children’s out-
patient’s department at the 
Chelsea and Westminster 
hospital in London, de-
signed by children at two 
United Nations schools in 
Gaza,  has been removed 
after Jewish patients com-
plained that it was making 
them feel uncomfortable.  
The artwork included plates 
showing the Dome of the 
Rock with a Palestinian flag 
and artwork suggesting the 
Palestinian shoreline 
stretches for 224 km from 
Rafah in the south to Ra’as 
al-Naqoura in the North, 
contrary to the borders of 
Israel since 1948. 

United Kingdom 
Lawyers For Israel told hos-
pital officials that the dis-
play made Jewish patients 
feel “vulnerable, harassed 
and victimized.”  “We asked 
that the artwork to be re-
moved”, said Jonathan 
Turner, the chief executive 
of UKLFI,” because of the 
propaganda, not because it 
was by children from Gaza.”  
Added Turner:  “We are 
pleased that it was taken 
down;  Jewish patients 
should not have to face a 
wall of anti-Israel propa- 
   (Please turn to following page)

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 19)
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OakWood provides the largest suite of specialized 
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WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

ganda when they to hospital.” 
Leslie Watts, the 

chief executive of the Chel-
sea and Westminster hospi-
tal admitted that the 
artwork, part of a collabo-
ration between children and 
Gaza and the hospital’s own 
school had “offended some 
communities”. 
 

tion of flyers with hate 
speech and outlaw the 
broadcasting of intimidating 
messages in public  places. 

Many of the anti-se-
mitic activities at stadiums in 
Jacksonville, at Florida uni-
versities, at Walt Disney 
World and at a Chabad 
house in Orlando.  have been 
led by the Goyim Defense 
League for whom “Ye Is 
Right”,  Its founder Jon Mi-
nadeo relocated to Florida 
from Northern California be-
cause he expected Florida to 
be more hospitable to him 
and his views on Jews than 
he found in the Bay Area. 

Says Fine:  “We have 
Nazis who have proudly 
taken up residence in Flor-
ida.  The things they are 
doing, all of  which I find dis-

Banning Ethnic  
Intimidation Flyers 
 

Florida Rep Randy 
Fine has had enough of the 
recent rise in neo-Nazi non-
sense in the Sunshine 
State.  Bill H.B. 269  takes 
aim at Florida’s anti-
Semites.  It would ban dis-
plays of “religious or ethnic 
animus” on private prop-
erty,  prevent the distribu-

We Wish Our Jewish Friends and 
Customers throughout Ottawa 

A Joyous Pesach Holiday
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our 
 Jewish Friends on  

Passover 
May your Festival of Freedom  

Celebration be a Joyous Occasion 

sault on freedom of speech”. 
Another critic wrote that 
“No group, no matter how 
small their hats are, has the 
right to tell us what we can 
or can’t say”, the small hat 
an apparent reference to 
kippahs. 

But the Florida Rep  
maintains that the bill 
simply builds on existing 
criminal codes.  “It is illegal 
to trespass. It is illegal to 
litter. It is illegal to as-
sault people”, he said. 
“And we need to say that, 
when your stupid Nazism 
moves from words to ac-
tion, we’re going to hold 
you accountable.” 
 
Labour Councillor 
Deselected 
 

 A Labour council-
lor who demanded Jewish   
rabbinical leaders in 
Leicester sign statements 
condemning Israel has 
been dropped by the 
party’s national executive 
committee ahead of elect- 
 

BEST WISHES FOR 
PASSOVER 

TO OUR JEWISH 
FRIENDS AND  

PATIENTS

gusting, are  reprehen-
sible,  and we are going to 
make them felonies.” 

Fine knows that 
holding Nazi  views is not il-
legal and that his bill will be 
challenged. Indeed, an on-
line petition against H.B. 
269 has already attracted 
more than 2500 signatures 
decrying “The Jewish as-

ions in May.  Kirk Master, a 
former assistant mayor and 
deputy police and crime 
commissioner, is one of 19 
sitting councillors dropped 
by Labour. In May 2021, 
Jewish News revealed how 
Master had issued a state-
ment calling for Jewish  
faith leaders to sign a decla-
ration to “condemn the kill-
ings of the innocent 

Palestinian people” and to 
label  Israel an apartheid 
state. 

Labour leaders were 
concerned that Master’s 
comments would alienate 
“certain communities within 
our city.” Leicester has only 
about 200 Jews but Labour 
is continuing to try to shed 
its anti-Semitic past. 
      (Please turn to following page)
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We Join in Wishing the Jewish Community of 
OTTAWA 

a Joyous Passover Celebration for 
family and friends.

Britain’s  Jewish News 
Under Attack - By Some Jews 
 

No one should ques-
tion the loyalty to Israel of the

Anglo-Jewish press.  But 
that does not mean that Is-
rael should be free of criti-
cism.  And this is perhaps 
especially true in the cur-
rent environment.

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from preceding page)

Recently, sheets of 
paper(see below) have been 
seen on walls and stuck to 
the side of London’s Jewish 
News street stands with the 
heading “THE ANTI ISRAEL 
JEWISH NEWS”.  It reads 
“Week after Week, sinister 
front page headlines attack-
ing the democratically 
elected government in Is-
rael, giving credence to Is-
rael’s enemies...Last week’s 
front page headline ‘Pogrom’ 

where ONE Palestinian  was 
killed in a revenge attack for 
murdering 2 Jews was an 
absolute DISGRACE and an 
affront to REAL POGROMS 
that Jews have suffered... 
”The poster concludes: 
“Jewish communities all 
over London say Enough is 
Enough.  Take it - Bin it.  
Do not support. Do not ad-
vertise....” 

Jewish News Editor 
           (Please turn to page 30) 
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Ahead of the game from the start.
Meet the Porsche Cayenne.

Mark Motors Porsche
611 Montreal Road, Ottawa, ON
613 749 4275
markmotorsporsche.com
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MAY YOUR FESTIVAL OF FREEDOM CELEBRATION BE A JOYOUS ONE.

From Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and your Liberal MPs
De la part du premier ministre Justin Trudeau et de vos députés libéraux

Happy Passover · Joyeuse Pessah
Chag Pesach Sameach • שמח פסח חג

Yasir
Naqvi

Ottawa Centre
yasir.naqvi@parl.gc.ca

Hon. 
Mona Fortier

Ottawa-Vanier
mona.fortier@parl.gc.ca

Marie-France 
Lalonde

Orléans
marie-france.lalonde@parl.gc.ca

Hon. 
David McGuinty

Ottawa South
david.mcguinty@parl.gc.ca

Anita
Vandenbeld

Ottawa West—Nepean
anita.vandenbeld@parl.gc.ca

Rt. Hon. 
Justin Trudeau

Papineau



30                    The Jewish Standard, April 2023

BEST WISHES FOR  PASSOVER 

TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF 

OTTAWA 

MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE A JOYOUS ONE

Benvenuto & Buon appetito! 
From the hills of Parma in northern Italy, 

to the dining tables of  
Mamma Teresa’s in Ottawa,   

Frank and Walter have brought the best of 
traditional  Italian cuisine! 

 
300 Somerset St, West 
Ottawa, ON K2P 0J6 

613-236-3023 
www.mammateresa.com
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Richard Ferrer responded 
without apology.  “The Jew-
ish News reports Jewish 
news.  Did we like reporting 
on what happened in Hu-
wara? Of course not. Do we 
want to run endless reports 
and columns about crack-
pots being prime movers in 
the Knesset?  Of course 
not....We would rather focus 
on all the good things Israel 
does.  But is this kind of 
thing news?  Of course.  It 
always has been and always 
will be.  An IDF commander 
calling the attack on Hu-
wara a “pogrom” should be 
front page news in every 
Jewish newspaper.  There is 
no sugar coating or rose 
tinting.  There is just news. 
Book burners stick silly 
posters on newspaper bins. 
We report news.” 

This is not the first 
time the Jewish News has 
faced a backlash from some 
Jews.  A similar crusade 
against the newspaper took 
place at the start of COVID 
when the paper exposed  
widespread breaches of pan-

demic lockdown rules  by 
Stamford Hill Jews. 

 
Remains of Mikveh 
Found in Auschwitz 
 

A mikvah dating 
back to the 17th or 18th 
century was discovered in 
the city of Oświęcim in 
southern Poland,  The city 
is better known for its Ger-
man name, Auschwitz.  The 
mikveh was found several 
meters below a brick bath-
house. 

Archaeologists said 
that when they initially dug 
up a few stairs leading 
down to a wooden floor, it 
seemed that it could be a 
fragment of a wooden hut.  
However, after removing 
layers of earth, it turned out 
to be a wooden mikveh. 

At the turn of the 
20th century Jews consti-
tuted more than half of the 
local population of  
Oświęcim.  Very few, ho-
wever, survived the Holo-
caust and the last Jewish  

WORLD IN REVIEW 
(Continued from page 28)
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We Wish All Our Jewish 

 Friends and Customers a  

Joyous Passover Celebration

PRIME MINISTER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU AND 
his wife Sara pay a  condolence call on the 
Yaniv family in the community of Har Bracha,  
Two of the Yaniv’s  sons – Hallel and Yigal – 
were murdered in the recent shooting attack in 
Hawara. "If they could, they would murder us 
all but they want to uproot us. I say that our an-
swer is to strike at them and deepen our roots,”  
Netanyahu told the family.  Added the prime 
minister: "We have a mission, to increase secu-
rity, to strike at the murderers. This is what we 
will do.” Photo Kobi Gideon(GPO)

resident, Shimon Kluger, 
died in 2000.  
 
Jews Still Popular 
In the United States 
 

Despite a record 
number of antisemitic inci-
dents in the United States, 
public opinion appears to 
be moving in the opposite 
direction. According to a 
study released by the Pew 
Research Center Jews are 
the most favourably viewed 
ethnic group in the country. 

The poll of 10,588 
Americans found that 35% 
expressed very or somewhat 
favourable attitudes to-
wards Jews while only 6% 
held negative opinions.  
Jews were regarded more 
favourably than Protestant 
Christians, Catholic Chris-
tians, atheists, Mormons 
and Muslims.   The latter 
were the second most unfa-
vourable ethnic group(be-
hind only the Mormons) 
with only 22% of Americans 
holding favourable views to-
wards them.

A Great Way to Deal With 
An Anti-Semite

Rafael Aronov is a 
police officer in Be’er Sheva.  
But he is also a mixed mar-
tial arts fighter who was 
scheduled to fight I lyas  
Sadykov of Kazakhstan in a 
MNA Israel World Combat 
Championship. 

While “trash talk” is  
part of the MNA schtick,  
Sadykov crossed the line.  
He sent threatening anti- 
semitic messages to his Is-
raeli opponent.  First there 
was a message with a photo 
of Hitler which read ”I will 
burn you like this guy.”  
Another one read “I’m 
gonna kill you b***h and “do 
you like German music”.   

Aronov, who has 
family members that sur-
vived the Holocaust, did not 
respond to Sadykov’s 
“crossing the line.”  He “pre-
ferred to express his dis-
pleasure  in the arena”.  
And that is what he did.  He 
knocked out the antisemite 
in five minutes. 
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