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And If You Wrong Us
Shall We Not Revenge? Shylock

The staggering death count in Is-
rael, civilians and soldiers, has had a
numbing effect on Jews everywhere, not
alone in Israel. We think of these dead as
they were when they were alive - young
men and women, self confident and full of
promise, and our hearts break with the in-
finite sadness of their loss. We grieve for
parents who have lost their children and chil-
dren who are now orphans. We bleed for the
mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters,
wives and husbands who, if they survived the
massacre or live through the ordeal of captivity
or manage to return safely from the mission in
Gaza, will bear the wounds all their own lives.

The knowledge that some of the an-
guish could have been avoided had Israel’s
leadership, political and military, not been
oblivious to Hamas’ plans for October 7 only
deepens our anguish. But who bears re-
sponsibility for allowing these barbarians to
enter Israel and take selfies as memorabilia
can wait to be determined at a later date.
For now, Hamas and its sympathizers need
to be continually shown what wrath and re-
solve can do to those who slaughter with
impunity the innocent and the defenceless.
Hitler learned it when he invaded Russia
and Japan learned the same lesson after
bombing Pearl Harbor. By shredding Jew-
ish blood, by decapitating month old
babies, Hamas united a fractured Israeli so-
ciety. The reservists who threatened not to
serve during the judicial reform protests
answered the call immediately. An “un-
precedented” number ultra-Orthodox ig-
nored their military service exemption. IDF
Brigadier General Dedi Simchi returned to
duty days after his son was mowed down at
the music festival. We cannot help but re-
call the words of the Dutch writer Maurits
Dekker who, in urging Jews to join the fight
against the Nazis, told his readers and fol-
lowers to arm themselves as “throughout
our history, we as Jews have repeatedly
taken it all lying down. Now, the time has
come for us to take action ourselves.”

Meanwhile Jews in this country and
elsewhere in the Diaspora are forced to
listen to ignoramuses like Greta Thunberg
giving Hamas either open support or benign
approval. We hear union leaders and col-
lege professors tell their members and stu-
dents that Hamas is simply doing what
freedom fighters must do, ridding the

globe of yet another colonial oppressor. And
then there are the avowed antisemites who
glorify the atrocities because after all the
“plague of the Jews” is the cause of all the
world’s problems.

We should not surprised by the cele-
bratory rallies being held across the country
by brainwashed Muslims. ButJews are dis-
mayed at the tepid response from non Jew-
ish neighbours and co-workers. It’s not that
these Canadians think the Hamas terrorists
are brave freedom fighters. Nor are they
linking arms with those who are justifying
that which cannot be justified. Rather, it’s
their unwillingness to give Israel unwaver-
ing support for the pain it suffered in a
murderous rampage that had nothing to do
with the rights of Palestinians. Many ex-
pressed sympathy for Israel in the immedi-
ate aftermath of the chilling scenes from
the Supernova music festival. But now
they are accusing the IDF of too harsh a re-
sponse, pleading with the victim to adhere
to that obsession with “proportionality”.
They don’t see what should be obvious, that
Israel cares more about the civilians in Gaza
than the butchers who lead them and that
the humanitarian crisis in Gaza is not on Is-
rael’s conscience.

But we’ll conclude on a more posi-
tive note. The Jewish Standard has some
150 non-Jewish advertisers throughout the
GTA, southwestern Ontario, Ottawa and
Montreal. Many of them have sent us
letters expressing their solidarity with the
Jewish community in which they reside
and their support for Israel. From Liza
Mrak, Executive Vice president of Mark
Motors in Ottawa: “First, with everything
going on in Israel, I am thinking about
you and the community. It is a terrible sit-
uation and cannot imagine what it would
be like to have family or friends over
there.” From psychologist Dr. Chris Lane
in Kitchener-Waterloo: “Here's to ongoing
support of the Jewish community in Ca-
nada and abroad. Best wishes in these
troubled times”. And from Nadege of Toi-
tures Gilles Mongeon et fils in Gatineau,

Quebec: “Dear Michael, In these very dif-
ficult times, we wanted to let you know
that we were thinking of you and hope
that all your families, loved ones and
friends are safe. We are saddened by this
terrible news and are at your side. We
share your sorrow”.

The Jewish Standard is published monthly in Toronto and Montreal by Michael Hayman, B.A., M.A., Editor and Publisher. 1110 Finch Ave W, Suite
1029, Toronto, ON M3J 3M2. 905-417-5252 or 1-866-825-2944. Printed and bound in Toronto, Canada by Regal Press Canada. Publication Mail Reg-
istration Number 40715545
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RAPE AS AN ARAB
TERRORIST’S WEAPON

THIS IS NOT THE FIRST TIME TERRORISTS HAVE RAPED THEIR VICTIMS

The news that some
women at the Israeli music
festival were raped by
Hamas terrorists before
they were murdered is a re-
minder that this is not the
first time Palestinian Arab
terrorists have employed
sexual violence as a
weapon.

Nearly a century
ago, in the aftermath of the
Arab pogrom against Jews
in Hebron in 1929, a jour-
nalist visiting one of the vic-
tims’ homes reported: “The
12 foot-high ceiling [was]
splashed with blood. The
rooms looked like a slaugh-

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

terhouse...the severed sex-
ual organs and the cut-off
women’s breasts...lying
scattered over the floor and
in the beds...Not a single
item had been left intact ex-
cept a large black-and-
white photograph of Dr.
Theodor Herzl, the founder
of political Zionism. Around
the picture frame the mur-
derers had draped the
blood-drenched underwear
of a woman.”

Many accounts of
the Arab invasion of the
newborn state of Israel in
1948 have described the
sexual mutilation of Jewish

MAY THEIR
MEMORIES BE A BLESSING.

&

FOLLOWING HAMAS'S CRIMINAL INVASION OF
southern Israel, brave men and women have
stepped up to protect their homeland, with dozens
sacrificing their lives in the process. These are some
of the men and woman who died defending Israel.
(Photo: Israel Police, IDF Spokesperson's Unit)

corpses that was discovered
after Arab forces overran
the Kfar Etzion bloc. Like-
wise, Amnon Rubinstein,
later a Member of Knesset,
wrote in his diary about the
genital mutilation of three of
his comrades who were
guarding a stranded tank in
the 1967 war when Arab
troops came upon them.

In her acclaimed
book Against Our Will: Men,
Women, and Rape, the so-
ciologist Susan Brownmiller

wrote about the use of rape
as a weapon against Jews in
Europe before and during
the Holocaust.

Brownmiller quoted
from Red Cross reports
about anti-Jewish pogroms
in Ukraine in 1919. In a
“typical” pogrom, “the gang
breaks into the township,
spreads all over the streets,
separate groups break into
the Jewish houses killing
without distinction or age

(Please turnto page 14)
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BLAMING KISSINGER

REVISIONIST HISTORIANS CLAIM SECRETARY OF STATE HELD ISRAEL BACK

In recent days, there
have been numerous ar-
ticles, seminars, and lec-
tures in conjunction with
the 50th anniversary of the
Yom Kippur War. Yet, some-
how, they all managed to
miss one of the most crucial
aspects of the conflict: how
Henry Kissinger prevented
Israel from launching a
preemptive strike.

On Yom Kippur
morning, hours before the
1973 Arab invasion, Prime
Minister Golda Meir was in-
formed by her military intel-
ligence officials that Egypt
and Syria were massing
their troops along Israel’s
borders and would attack
later that day. The Israelis

By MOSHE PHILLIPS

The following article was submitted just prior to
the start of the war with Hamas. - The Editor

immediately contacted Kis-
singer.

Matti Golan, long-
time chief diplomatic corre-
spondent for Ha’aretz,
described in his book The
Secret Conversations of
Henry Kissinger what hap-
pened next: “Till the very
outbreak of the fighting,
Kissinger remained more
concerned with the possibil-
ity of an Israeli preemptive
strike than an Egyptian-
Syrian attack.” Kissinger in
structed the U.S. ambassa-
dor in Israel to personally
deliver to Mrs. Meir a “pres-
idential entreaty” —that is,
a warning, in the name of
President Nixon—“not to
start a war.”

Abba Eban, who
was then Israel's foreign
minister, confirmed in his
autobiography that Israeli
Army Chief of Staff David
Elazar proposed a preemp-
tive strike, but Prime Minis-
ter Meir and Defense
Minister Moshe Dayan re-
jected it on the grounds that
“the United States would re-
gard this as provocative.”

Further confirma-
tion comes from the widely
acclaimed book, The Prime
Minister, by the late Yehuda
Avner, a distinguished Is-
raeli diplomat who wit-
nessed Kissinger’s actions
up close.

Avner (1928-2015)
was a speechwriter, secre-

CALL US

Consumer Or Business
Quebec or Rest of Canada

Your BEST Telecom Broker
We make sure you have the best deal

@ 514-269-1100 @ 514-269-0030

Mobility, Internet, Alarm System, VOIP
Our service is completely FREE
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tary, or adviser to five differ-
ent Israeli prime ministers,
from both sides of the polit-
ical spectrum—Golda Meir,
Levi Eshkol, Yitzhak Rabin,
Menachem Begin, and Shi-
mon Peres. He also served
as Israel’s ambassador to
various countries, as well as
other senior diplomatic po-
sitions.

Avner bluntly wrote
that American officials—
meaning Kissinger—“tied
Golda’s hands on the eve of
the Yom Kippur War, telling
her “in no uncertain terms
not to fire the first shot.”
They even “warned” her
“against full scale mobiliza-
tion” of Israel’s reserve forces.

(Please turn to page 15)
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EYE ON
MONTREAL

NAMES IN THE NEWS IN OUR CITY

By MIKE COHEN

BESO CATERING:
BESO Montreal, managed
by Alan and Avi Serour
and Connor Stacey, was
formally launched in 2013.
Years earlier Alan had
gotten started in the busi-
ness by working for the leg-
endary Harvey Leavitt of
ETMO Catering. BESO is
indeed a very well-oiled ma-
chine, with all of its opera-
tions entrenched at 8146
Chemin Montview in the
Town of Mount Royal In-
dustrial sector. You just
need to take Ferrier from
Decarie and turn right at
Montview. There is a large
parking lot. You can pick up
the order or someone will
bring it to your vehicle. This
is a large sprawling facility,
with a boutique at the front
where you can buy some
food to take home. This is
the place to go for simchas,
special events, major holi-
days or merely to pickup for
Shabbat dinner. Who can
resist their freshly baked
challah?

For more details go
to http://www.besomon
treal.ca/

A WIN FOR ZERA:
Zera Café, a not-for-profit
meal service in Montreal
that employs neurodiverse
young adults, was awarded
the first-ever INfinity Prize
by The Azrieli Foundation in
Toronto on October 25. The
prize was awarded following
a competitive process in-
volving social enterprises
that provide meaningful
and sustainable employ-
ment for mneurodivergent
people. Three finalists
pitched their ideas to a panel

of six experts at an event of
300 guests that was staged
like CBC’s Dragons Den.
Former Canadian “Dragon”
and INfinity judge Jim Tre-
living said he wished he
could give an award to each
finalist since all their ideas
were so inspiring. In ac-
cepting the award, Zera
Café Founder Eve Rochman
said she was thrilled to re-
ceive the prestigious honour
and “excited with this prize
that will take Zera Café to
the next level.” She says the
$100,000 INfinity Prize will
be used for a new project
that will create more mean-
ingful jobs over the next two
years. The prize includes
two years of professional
coaching and support from
the Azrieli Foundation.
(Please turn to page 11)

CHAG CHANUKAH
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COMMUNITY
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WHEN UNIVERSITIES
TWIN WITH TERROR

AUTHOR ASKS WHY WESTERN UNIVERSITIES TWIN WITH PALESTINIAN INSTITUTIONS

Why are prominent
Western universities “twin-
ning” with a Palestinian
Arab institution that per-
mits glorification of the Oc-
tober 7 pogrom?

Fatah Shabiba, the
second-largest student
group at An-Najah Univer-
sity, has been tweeting non-
stop praise of the
pogromists. Yet so far, the
numerous Western univer-
sities and student unions
that have relationships with
the university have said
nothing.

An-Najah is the
largest university in the Pal-
estinian Authority-governed
territories. Hamas has 40
seats on its student council,
Fatah Shabiba has 38.
Fatah Shabiba is the stu-
dent wing of Fatah, the rul-

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

ing faction of the PA.

On the day of the
massacres, Fatah Shabiba
posted a photo of terrorists
from Hamas and Fatah’s Al-
Agsa Martyrs’ Brigades to-
gether in the back of a
pickup truck, apparently
taking part in the invasion
of Israel.

The accompanying
text declared: “On the
ground we stand as one,
each one is defending from
their stronghold, and there
is no difference between two
people who are defending
the same homeland. May
the men’s forearms be

blessed, and may the result
be blessed.”

The next day, Oc-
tober 8, Fatah Shabiba
posted a photo of masked
terrorists with Fatah head-

WEAPONS SEIZED BY ISRAELI SOLDIERS
during the fighting in Gaza (Photo: IDF Spokesper-

son's Unit)

bands, above this caption:
“We are the proud ones,
when disasters come, we
stand against them like a
volcano—the Al-Agsa Mar-
tyrs’ Brigades - #The_Al-
Agsa-Flood.” The term
“Al-Agsa Flood” is the name
by which Hamas calls its
pogrom.

On October 10,
Fatah Shabiba’s Twitter (X)
account featured another
photo of Fatah terrorists,
with automatic rifles. The
text called them “Men who
loved the Al-Agsa Mosque

[and] the [Al-Agsa Martyrs]
Brigade and [the Al-Agsa]
Flood.”

Two days later, a
message from Fatah Sha-
biba called on Arabs
throughout the PA territo-
ries to “go to the points of
friction with the occupation,
to avenge the blood of our
heroic Martyrs, and to sup-
port the resistance in the
proud Gaza Strip.”

In recent years, a
number of Western univer-
sities and student unions

Please turn to page 18)
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Canada
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TRAVEL
TALES

HELPFUL HINTS FOR THE JEWISH TRAVELLER

By ALEXANDRA COHEN

VACATION PARA-
DISE: Close your eyes.
Imagine a place with palm
tree-lined streets, beautiful
summer weather in the
spring and fall, resorts, gol-
fing, hiking, shopping, and
more. For many years, I had
heard such wonderful
things about The Greater
Palm Springs (GPS) region,
and when I finally had the
opportunity to travel there
myself, it absolutely lived
up to the hype.

JEWISH CULTURE:
The local Jewish Feder-
ation, which serves the Palm
Springs community, esti-
mates that there are approx-
imately 20,000 Jewish
residents in an overall pop-
ulation of 350,000. Approx-
imately 55 percent of this

Jewish community lives
there year-round, with
others spending varied

periods of time in the desert.

The community cur-
rently includes five syn-
agogues and two Chabad
entities, including Temple
Isaiah of Palm Springs,
which is multi-denomina-
tional; Temple Sinai of Palm
Desert, which is Reform;
the Desert Synagogue of
Palm Springs, which is
Modern Orthodox; Congre-
gation Beth Shalom, B.
Dunes, which is Conserva-
tive, and Har-El, Palm De-
sert, the Reform
Congregation.

There are two Jew-
ish Day Schools: Desert
Torah Academy, run by
Chabad, and Jewish Com-

munity School of the De-
sert. The community also
has a full-service Jewish
Family Services organiza-
tion, which specializes in a
wide array of services for
seniors. The community is
very proud of its Holocaust
Memorial, located in the
Palm Desert municipal
park, built at the initiation
of two local survivors, Earl
Greif and Joseph Brandt.
Many National and inter-
national Jewish organiza-
tions have strong
constituent groups in the
Palm Springs area, includ-
ing ADL, AIPAC, JNF, Amer-
ican Friends of Hebrew
University, and Technion.
The Jewish community is,
indeed, a vibrant one.
(Please turn to page 22)
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EYE ON MONTREAL
(Continued from page 7)

CHOMEDEY CON-
GREGATION SUPPORTS
MDA: Congregation Shaar
Shalom, a small Conserva-
tive Ashkenazi synagogue in
Chomedey Laval, has do-
nated $6,100 to Canadian
Magen David Adom to assist
their mission during the Is-
raeli war against Hamas.

Synagogue leaders
Mike Andradi and Hirsh
Shnayer say that most of
the congregants partici-
pated in donating for this
important cause. As well,
the synagogue doubled all
their donations and pro-
vided a lump sum too. An-
dradi, the synagogue
president and Shnayer, the
treasurer, visited the Cana-
dian Magen David Adom For
Israel offices and presented
the cheque to National Ex-
ecutive Director Sidney Be-
nizri and Eastern Region
Director Samuel Moyal.

SZLAK IS A
LEADER: Yair Szlak has
worked for Federation CJA
for 18 years. Since 2018 he

has served as president and
chief executive officer. We
must all be very grateful for
the true leadership role he
has played, not only during
the war between Israel and
Hamas, but the efforts he
made by going overseas to
assist Jewish refugees from
war-torn Ukraine. There
have been many individuals
at the helm of Federation
CJA during my time, but
none have stepped up to the
same level as Szlak.

COMMUNITY
NOTES: If you want to look
sharp for your next simcha,
make sure to drop by Inter-
coupe on Decarie where Vic-
tor Soussana, Georges
Ouaknine and their team
have been servicing the
community for more than
four decades. Not only can
you get your hair done,
there is a massage service
and even some clothing
items for sale.

Mike Cohen can be
reached at info@mikecohen.
ca

THE FIRST PHOTOS OF THE REUNITING OF
the Avigdori family at Sheba Medical Center; after
the mother of the family, Sharon Hertzman and
daughter Noam (12), not pictured, were released,
Photo credit: Omer Meron (GPO)
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During the dark days since the October 7th
terrorist attack in Israel that claimed so many
lives. What we need more than ever is unity
and solidarity. Hannukah, the Festival of Lights
serves as a reminder that our community thrives
through our collective spirit and acts of kindness
for one another.

The Board and staff of the Jewish
Community Foundation of Montreal wish to
extend our heartfelt greetings for the Hanukkah
holiday. Wishing you and your loved ones a joyous
holiday.

We pray for peace and the safety of all our loved
ones.

Am Israel Chai EE&FE

www.jcfmontreal.org E .
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RAPE AS A TERRORIST’S WEAPON
(Continued from page 3)

and sex everybody they
meet, with the exception of
women, who are bestially
violated before they are
murdered.” A report on
a pogrom in another village,
Kremenchug, referred to
“three hundred and fifty
cases of rape...neither chil-
dren of 12 nor old women of
60 were spared. After they
had been ravished, the little
girls were thrown down the
water-closets.”

In the town of Fas-
tov, where six hundred
Jews were massacred, the
pogromists “threw them-
selves upon the girls under
age with a perfect brutal
fury and ravished them be-
fore the very eyes of their
parents, powerless to inter-
fere.” Some “particularly
atrocious scenes took place
in the courtyard of the syn-
agogue where the Jews had
sought refuge.” The court-
yard was “covered with the

bodies of women and chil-
dren, old men, and young
girls who had been rav-
ished. Many people became
insane.”

Brownmiller then
pointed to the synthesis of
rape and anti-Jewish vio-
lence in the ideology of Na-
zism. She noted a remark
by Nazi war production
chief Albert Speer: “Hitler
always said that the
masses are essentially
feminine, and his aggres-
siveness and charm elic-
ited an almost masochistic
surrender and submission
in his audience—a form of
psychic rape...He didn’t
convince his audiences, he
conquered them.”

“Rape “is the quin-
tessential act by which a
male demonstrates to a fe-
male that she is con-
quered—vanquished—by
his superior strength and
power,” Brownmiller wrote.

The Jewish Standard, December 2023

“It was perfectly logical
within the framework of
fascism that rape wold be
employed by the German
soldier as he strove to prove
himself a worthy Super-
man.”

Thus during the
Kristallnacht pogrom of
1938 and throughout the
Holocaust years to follow,
there were numerous in-
stances of Nazis raping Jew-
ish women. Many of those
atrocities have been doc-
umented in books such as
Sexual Violence against
Jewish Women During the
Holocaust, coedited by
Sonja Hedgepeth and Ro-

chelle Saidel. The USC
Shoah Foundation has
more than 1,700 tes-

timonies by survivors about
rapes and other sexual vio-
lence inflicted on them dur-
ing the war.

“In fact,” Brown-
miller continued, “it would
have been highly illogical if
rape were not in the German

soldier’s kit bag of
weapons...Rape for the Ger-
mans...played a serious and
logical role in the achieve-
ment of what they saw as
their ultimate objective: the
total humiliation and de-
struction of ‘inferior
peoples’ and the establish-
ment of their own master
race.”

Rape appears to
play a similar role in the
psychology of Palestinian
Arab terrorists, from the
1920s to our own time.

(Dr. Rafael Medoff is
founding director of The
David S. Wyman Institute
for Holocaust Studies and
author of more than 20
books about Jewish history
and the Holocaust. His la-
test is America and the
Holocaust: A Documentary
History, published by the
Jewish Publication Society
& University of Nebraska
Press.) The above article ap-
peared in the Jewish Jour-
nal of Los Angeles.

&
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BLAMING KISSINGER
(Continued from page 5)

Kissinger did not
want Israel to win a decisive
victory because he thought
that would make it hard to
wring concessions out of the
Israelis after the war. Hav-
ing prevented Israel from

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish Friends and Clients on
CHANUKAH
May your celebration be a joyous one for all

your loved ones.

striking first, Kissinger then
exploited Israel’s suffering
in the early days of the war
in order to advance his
strategy.

The Israelis immedi-
ately requested a U.S. airlift
of military supplies. But
Kissinger stalled them—for
an entire brutal week. Kis-
singer’s plan was to orches-
trate “a limited Egyptian
victory,” according to David
Makovsky, formerly an
Obama Administration Mid-
dle East envoy. Writing in
the Jerusalem Post in 1993,
Makovsky confirmed that
the secretary of state feared
an Israeli victory “would
cause Israel to strengthen
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BLAMING KISSINGER
(Continued from page 15)

its resolve not to make any
territorial concessions in
Sinai.”

Walter Isaacson, in
his definitive biography,
Kissinger, confirmed: “Kis-
singer opposed giving |[Is-
rael] major support that
could make its victory too
one-sided.” Kissinger told
Defense Secretary James
Schlesinger that “The best
result would be if Israel
came out a little ahead but
got bloodied in the process.”

A “little bloodied”?
Try 2,656 dead Israeli sol-
diers.

Back to Avner’s The
Prime Ministers. Avner
quoted from a conversation
between Kissinger and Pres-
ident Richard Nixon on the
ninth day of the war. Israel
was begging for U.S.
weapons. Kissinger, with
Nixon’s agreement, was still
stalling on the weapons

shipments. “We’ve got to
squeeze the Israelis when
this is over and the Rus-
sians have to know it,”
Nixon said. “We’ve got to
squeeze them goddamn
hard.”
Kissinger replied:
“Well, we are going to
squeeze them; we are going
to start diplomacy in No-
vember after the Israeli elec-
tions.” And squeeze them he
did, pressuring the Israelis
to release the encircled
Egyptian Third Army and
various other concessions.
The process culmi-
nated in early 1975, by
which time Nixon had re-
signed and Gerald Ford was
president—but  Kissinger
was still directing America’s
Middle East policy. When
Israel’s new prime minister,
Yitzhak Rabin, hesitated to
give into Kissinger’s demands
(Please turn to following page)
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BLAMING KISSINGER
(Continued from preceding page)

for more territorial withdra-
wals, the secretary of state
orchestrated what Avner
called a “brutal” message
from President Ford to Rabin.

The message blamed Rabin
for the absence of peace and
announced a “reassess-
ment” of America’s policy
toward Israel. The “reas-

Best Wishes for a Joyous
Celebration on
CHANUKAH
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sessment” consisted of a
cut-off of all U.S. weapons
shipments. Within months,
Rabin surrendered to the
pressure.

It’s troubling that so
many descriptions of the
Yom Kippur War skip over
these crucial events. For-
tunately, we have the ac-

counts by Yehuda Avner,
Matti Golan, Abba Eban,
David Makovsky and Walter
Isaacson to set the record
straight.

Moshe Phillips is a
commentator on Jewish af-
fairs. He was previously a
U.S. delegate to the World
Zionist Congress)

TWINNING WITH TERROR
(Continued from page 7)

have “twinned” with An-
Najah, sponsoring joint pro-
grams and visits by faculty
and students.

The list includes
McGill University, in Ca-
nada; the University of Ap-
plied Sciences in
Darmstadt, Germany; the
University of Abertay in
Dundee, England; the Uni-
versity of Naples Federico,
in Italy; Norway’s Stavanger
University; and student
unions at three British Uni-

versities—the University of
Essex, the University of
Manchester, and the Lon-
don School of Economics.

What motivates
Western universities to seek
relationships with an insti-
tution that tolerates sup-
port for terrorism? Why
haven’t any of them threat-
ened to sever ties with An-
Najah unless it shuts down
Fatah Shabiba?

Perhaps the answer
may be found in the history
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of American universities
twinning with schools in
Nazi Germany in the 1930s.
Just as An-Najah craves in-
ternational ties in order to
soften its  pro-terrorist
image, the Nazis regarded
relationships with U.S. uni-
versities as opportunities to
improve their image abroad.
The New York Times re-
ported that one Nazi official
described German ex-
change students as “politi-
cal soldiers of the Reich.”
Many American
students and faculty who
visited Germany returned
with friendly assessments,
according to Stephen Nor-
wood’s landmark study, The
Third Reich in the Ivory
Tower. Columbia University
dean Thomas Alexander
came back convinced that
Hitler’s forced sterilization
policy was a good way of
“throwing out the criminals
and other undesirables.”
American University chan-
cellor Joseph Gray reported
that German cities were
“amazingly clean” and that
“everybody was working in
Germany.”
The most active par-
ticipants in the student ex-
changes with Nazi Germany

were the “Seven Sisters” col-
leges—Barnard, Bryn Mawr,
Mount Holyoke, Radcliffe,
Smith, Vassar, and Welles-
ley. Their enthusiasm was
not dampened by the Nazi
regime’s oppressive policies
toward German women.
After visiting Germany in
1935, Barnard dean Vir-
ginia Gildersleeve called
Hitler’s territorial expansion
plans “legitimate” and said
Nazi limits on the enroll-
ment of women in universi-
ties were justified because
some professions in Ger-
many were way too over-
crowded.

Vassar student Mary
Ridder, who spent her jun-
ior year at the University of
Munich, told her campus
newspaper in 1934 that she
used to think the Nazis were
as bad as the Ku Klux Klan.
“But while I was in Ger-
many, I met Hitler and had
a long conversation with
him,” she reported. “Now I
see him as a truly national
person who beyond a doubt
feels he is looking out for
the best interests of his
country.” As for Germany’s
Jews, “None of the Jews
who fought at the front in

(Please turn to following page)
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TWINNING WITH TERROR
(Continued from preceding page)

mindset among many in the
academic world today has

changed very much since
the Nazi era.

World War I] have been mo-
lested,” she erroneously as-
serted.

Harvard accepted an
invitation to take part in an-
niversary celebrations at
the Nazi-controlled Univer-
sity of Heidelberg in 1936.
Its president, James Con-
ant, said “political con-
ditions” should not be
allowed to interfere in
friendly relations between
the two institutions.

Columbia also ac-
cepted the invitation. Its
representative, Prof. Arthur
Remy, declared upon his re-
turn that the event was “im-
pressive and dignified.” He
found the reception for the
American delegates, hosted
by Nazi propaganda minis-
ter Josef Goebbels, to be
“very enjoyable.”

A number of Ameri-
can universities took part in
the bicentennial celebration
at the Nazi-controlled Uni-
versity of Goettingen in
1937. That event took place

in “a thoroughly National
Socialist atmosphere,” ac-
cording to the New York
Times. Among the U.S. del-
egates was the chairman of
Cornell University’s Ger-
man Department, Prof. A.
B. Faust, who accepted an
honorary degree and gave
the Nazi salute during the
ceremony.

What motivated
those who befriended Nazi
universities in the 1930s?
Some wanted to demon-
strate open-mindedness
and a spirit of academic ca-
maraderie. Some naively be-
lieved they were taking part
in legitimate scholarly en-
deavors. And none of them
showed any concern for the
suffering of the Jews in Nazi
Germany.

If An-Najah takes no
action against Fatah Sha-
biba, and Western universi-
ties and student unions
continue to partner with
An-Najah, one may justifi-
ably wonder whether the
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TRAVEL TALES
(Continued from page 20)

WHERE TO STAY:
During my time in Palm
Springs, I had the great
pleasure of staying at The
Renaissance Esmeralda Re-
sort & Spa (Wwww.renesm
eralda.com), a beautiful re-
sort in Indian Wells, which
is conveniently nestled be-
tween the Palm Desert and
La Quinta regions, just at
the foot of the Santa Rosa
Mountains. Adjacent to the
Indian Wells Golf Resort,
The Renaissance Esmeralda
Resort & Spa is located off
Highway 111 and is approx-
imately a 30-minute drive to
the airport and Downtown
Palm Springs. A few years
ago, the resort underwent a
multi-million-dollar re-de-
sign, which included the
creation of new guestrooms
and suites, the development
of a beautiful new two-story
lobby, an olive tree grove,
and a new twi-story lobby,
an olive tree grove, and a
new set of menus for their
restaurants.

A stay at this hotel
truly does feel luxurious.
Wherever you turn, you are
treated to stunning views of

the blue, typically cloudless
sky, the desert mountains
and the nearby palm trees.
The hotel’s large pool area
features two swimming
pools, one with a fountain
and the other with zero-
entry and a sandy beach, as
well as two hot tubs. There
is plenty of seating, but for
those hoping for a particu-
larly special day, it is pos-
sible to reserve VIP chairs or
cabana seating. My travel
partner and I enjoyed a
lovely day in a cabana,
which comes with couches,
a television, waters, and a
large fruit platter. We also
ordered drinks and lunch
from the tasty and diverse
pool menu. The service was
truly top-notch. Are you a
golfer ready for a challenge?
The hotel offers packages
which include the option to
play a round at the neighbor-
ing Indian Wells Golf Resort.
The Renaissance Esmeralda
also features a fitness
center with state-of-the-art
facilities, tennis facilities,
an entertainment zone with
arcade games, virtual real-
ity, and an escape room, a
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camp for children, and a
fantastic spa.

DINING: We started
off our dining experiences in
the Greater Palm Springs
region at our own hotel.
First, at The Place Lobby
Bar, which offers an exten-
sive and creative cocktail
menu, as well as many light
bites. The second restau-
rant that we tried at the
Renaissance Esmeralda
was Cava, which is on the
terrace level with a patio ad-
jacent to the swimming
pools. Cava has different
menus available for break-
fast, lunch, and dinner.
Located at The Gardens on
El Paseo, deemed to be the
premier shopping and din-
ing destination in the
Southern California Desert
region, I highly recommend
visiting Pacifica Seafood
Restaurant. Their fine din-
ing menu focuses on their
selection of fresh seafood,
as well cocktails and award-
winning wine list. Arnold
Palmer’s Restaurant
opened in 2004. The
menu features some of the
late golfing legend’s favorites,

seafood, aged beef, and
comfort foods.

WHAT TO DO:
When you aren’t relaxing
at a hotel pool or playing a
round of golf, there are
plenty of other activities to
consider during your visit
to Palm Springs. The Palm
Springs Aerial Tram-
way (https:/ /pstram-
way.com/) is the world’s
largest rotating tram car.
Joshua Tree National Park
is another exciting place to
visit and less than a one-
hour drive from Down-
town Palm Springs. The
Greater Palm Springs area
is home to a large variety of
festivals. While you can
certainly peruse shops by
walking through Down-
town Palm Springs, as well
as Old Town La Quinta,
true shopping lovers may
also wish to explore the Up-
town Design District for
one-of-a-kind  boutiques
Palm Desert’s E1 Paseo for
upscale, luxury retailers, or
Desert Hills Premium Out-
lets for the best deals.

For more about
Palm Springs please go to
https:/ /www.visitgreater
palmsprings.com

Je vous souhaite une joyeuse
Hanoucca remplie de
lumiere, d’amour et d’'unité!

Wishing you all a happy
Hanukkah filled with light,
love and unity!

Fred Beauchemin
Député de Marguerite-Bourgeoys

Contact :
Téléphone : 514 368-1818

Courriel : frederic.beauchemin.MABO@assnat.gc.ca

Adresse : 7655 Boul. Newman, suite 311, LaSalle, H8N 1X7
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Commission scolaire English-Montréal
QP English Montreal School Board

Academic Courses Adult Education for Everyone
e English Literacy

Our teachers. Your school. Ask us
e French as a Second Language and we will send our teachers into

Students from different backgrounds and education levels learn your community.

together through group work and field trips.

— 2024 Winter Academic Course Registration Dates

January 9th, 16th, 17th and 22nd 9:00am - 3:00pm 5:00pm - 8:00pm

Additional Registration Dates
During January and February

Mondays to Thursdays 1:00pm - 3:00pm 5:00pm - 7:00pm

Registration for general education French and English courses takes place several times a year.
For complete January 2024 dates please call the school or go to www.wagaraec.ca

A Centre for the Community

Social Integration Services and Sociovocational Integration Services for adults aged 21 and over
with special needs. You must call to register for these programs.

o Life skills
e Culinary arts
e Work skills and stages

e Art programs

AGAR T\

C ENTRE 5785 Parkhaven Avenue www.wagaraec.ca
Cote-Saint-Luc, Queb (514) 488-8203

D'EDUCATION HaW X

DES ADULTES

23
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