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Reflections on Chanukah
The Jewish communities of the Western world, as they celebrate Chanukah, continue to struggle 

with a certain measure of success against the commercialism which has, for many Christians, destroyed 
the pristine meaning of Christmas.  Despite the temptation to compete with Christmas in the orgy of gift 
giving which accompanies the non-Jewish holiday, despite the Chanukah lights which have begun to 
grace the doors and windows of Jewish homes in suburban communities throughout Canada, Chanukah 
still retains much of the wholesome flavour which has been traditionally associated with the festival.  
Children continue to sing paeans of praise to the dedication of Mattathias, the heroism of Judas the Mac-
cabee, and the legendary self-sacrifice of the Maccabean brothers.  And young and old glory in the miracle 
that was wrought, which enabled the Temple to be cleansed of those Hellenic elements which had polluted 
it, so that it might be rededicated to the ideals of which it was the sanctuary. 

The importance of Chanukah in the Jewish tradition lies in the lesson it teaches - the lesson that 
the weak may, on occasion, win a victory over the strong, that the race is not inevitably to the swift nor 
the battle unfailingly to the strong. To be sure, there were historical factors beyond those indicated in 
the religious tradition, which enabled Jews to beat back the legions of Antiochus Epiphanes. Bravery and 
patriotism and religious zeal are not often granted victory unless they are accompanied by treaties 
of friendship, diplomatic alliances and internal divisions among enemies.  Nevertheless, without 
bravery and patriotism and religious zeal the Maccabean victory would have been impossible and 
it is these qualities which are, quite rightly, associated with the successful Hasmonean revolt. 

As Jews take pride in the achievements of the Maccabees and the victories of the 
spirit which they won, we would do well to remember that we, too, are engaged in a crucial bat-
tle for survival.  Our present enemy comes not only from our external foes, those masked thugs 
who roam Jewish neighbourhoods taking  delight in disrupting our events and defacing our in-
stitutions. We must also confront our enemy within, one that bids us yield up our Jewish her-
itage to the Moloch of acquiesence and the pablum of conformity.  We must resist the temptation 
to avoid the obligations which living as Jews impose on us and instead follow in the footsteps 
of those dedicated leaders of the past who created the matrix by which Jewish life has been 
shaped over the centuries.  Only then will we measure up to the example set by the Maccabees 
in their heroic struggle which Jews commemorate in the Chanukah festival.

We Join in Wishing Toronto’s Jewish Physicians, Surgeons and Healthcare Providers 
A Joyous Festival of Lights Celebration 
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A LIFELINE YOU DON’T 
SEE COMING

When I was first dia-
gnosed with leukemia, the 
world around me did not 
slow down. It simply 
stopped making sense. You 
think you understand your 
life, your plans, your direc-
tion. Then suddenly you are 
staring at a word, leukemia, 
that redraws your future in 
an instant. In those early 
days, one question echoed 
constantly in my mind: Why 
me? Not out of anger or de-
nial, but out of a deep need 
to believe that something as 
devastating as cancer had 
to mean something. 

And while I did not 
know that reason yet, I 
made myself a promise. 
While I was in the hospital, 
I decided that whoever 
helped me, I would help 
them. Whatever system, or-
ganization, or person saved 
my life, I would give back. I 
just did not know yet who 
that would be. At the time, I 
had no idea that the answer 
would arrive years later in a 
moment I never could have 
imagined. 

Before my diagnosis, 
I knew almost nothing 
about Ezer Mizion. I did not 
know they were Israel’s 
largest health support or-
ganization, helping hun-
dreds of thousands of 
people each year with med-
ical equipment, meals, rides 
to treatment, therapy pro-
grams, emotional support, 
and many other services. 
And I did not know that 
they operated the world’s 
largest Jewish Bone Marrow 
Registry, strengthened by 
tens of thousands of IDF 
soldiers who join the reg-
istry when they enlist. That 
partnership gives people 
like me a real chance.

I did not understand 
any of this until my doctor 
told me a donor had been 
found. A match. A stranger 
who might save my life. 

A transplant is terri-
fying and hopeful at the 
same time. It is a leap of 
trust, an acceptance that 
your life now rests in the 
hands and generosity of 
someone you have never 
met. When I learned how 
my donor had been found 
through Ezer Mizion, some-
thing shifted inside me. The 
question that had haunted 
me, Why me, suddenly had 
an answer. This is why. This 
is the purpose I was meant 
to find. Surviving was not 
enough. I needed to give 
back. 

What began as a 
promise became something 
transformative: Stu’s Per-
sonalized Donor Pool. We 
created Stu’s Pool Party not 
only as a fundraiser but as 
a celebration of life and 
gratitude. Over two years, 
through the generosity of 
family, friends, and sup-
porters, we raised 160,000 
dollars to fund the testing of 

new potential donors for the 
registry- 

Very quickly, two 
lives were saved through 
matches from my pool. It 
was overwhelming to know 
that something created out 
of my illness was already 
saving others. But life had 
another turn waiting for me. 
Not long after those first 
lives were saved, I received 
news I never wanted to hear 
again. My leukemia had re-
turned. The world I had re-
built felt like it was 
collapsing. I needed another 
transplant. I needed another 
miracle. And once again, it 
was Ezer Mizion that stood 
beside me. They found the 
match, organized every-
thing, and gave me another 
chance at life. It has now 
been five years since that 
second transplant, and 
things are good. I do not 
take a single day for granted. 

Since then, my 
donor pool has continued to 
grow and save lives. Today, 
thirteen people have been 
saved through matches that 
came directly from my pool.  
Thirteen families who re- 

ceived the same life-chang-
ing call I once received. 

One of the most pow-
erful moments of my life 
happened when Ezer Mizion 
flew my donor to Ottawa so 
we could meet. I had imag-
ined him many times, won-
dering what he looked like 
and whether I would even be 
able to speak. But nothing 
prepares you for standing in 
front of the person whose 
cells saved your life. When 
he walked into the room, ev-
erything went quiet. We 
hugged, and in that instant 
every appointment, every 
fear, every moment of won-
dering Why me disappeared. 

He was not just a 
match. He was the reason I 
was alive. And Ezer Mizion 
made that moment pos-
sible. They did not have to 
coordinate the travel or ar-
range the meeting. But they 
did, because saving lives is 
not where their work ends. 
They believe in healing 
stories, not only bodies. 

Leukemia did not 
break me. It reshaped me. It 
taught me how fragile and 
precious life is. It taught me 
how much strength exists in 
vulnerability. And it taught 
me that sometimes the an-
swer to why me arrives only 
after the darkest moments 
have passed. I survived so I 
could give back. I survived 
so that thirteen other 
people, so far, could survive 
too. And I survived so I 
could stand with Ezer Mi-
zion, the organization that 
gave me life, and help them 
give life to others. 

Thirteen lives saved, 
and we are only beginning. 

To learn more about 
Ezer Mizion or to donate visit 
ezermizion.ca

Submitted by EZER MIZION

Stu Schwartz, Ottawa (face shown) 
meets his donor, David Levi, Israel
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We Extend Best Wishes to our Jewish Friends and Clients 
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 

1370 Don Mills Rd.,Unit 4 
416 445-1015 

We manufacture custom foot orthotics on site and 
dispense orthopaedic footwear, compression hose, 

comfort aids and more 
PLEASE CALL 416 445-1015 for an appointment! 

www.walkingmobility.com • email: northyork@wmclinics.com

TRYING TO MUZZLE 
THE JEWS AGAIN

The Anti-Defama-
tion League is being harshly 
criticized for saying it will 
monitor the policies and ap-
pointments of incoming 
New York City Mayor 
Zohran Mamdani. It’s not 
the first time a political offi-
cial and his supporters have 
tried to intimidate American 
Jews into silence. 

There’s nothing ob-
jectively controversial about 
the ADL’s intentions. Its 
plan is to set up a website

and a hotline to keep an eye 
on the Mamdani admin-
istration. It’s not as if the 
ADL is mobilizing a militia 
to storm Gracie Mansion. 

There is good reason 
to monitor Mamdani. His 
response to the October 7 
Hamas massacres and 
gang-rapes was to serve as 
a featured speaker at anti-
Israel rallies, surrounded by 
signs calling for “Intifada 
Revolution.” He says Israel 
should stop being a Jewish 

state. He has pledged to 
take anti-Israel steps as 
mayor, such as halting the 
city’s purchase of Israel 
Bonds. As a New York State 
assemblyman, he intro-
duced a bill to strip some 
pro-Israel organizations of 
their tax-exempt status.  

Moreover, Mam-
dani’s circle of supporters 
includes outspoken Israel-
haters such as Linda Sar-
sour—infamous for saying 
“Nothing is creepier than

Zionism”—and the Council 
on American-Islamic Rela-
tions, whose executive di-
rector said he was “happy to 
see” the Hamas invasion of 
Israel. So of course Jewish 
groups such as the ADL 
should be watching. 

Mamdani’s fans are 
hopping mad over the ADL’s 
monitoring plan. J Street 
has accused the ADL of 
“sowing panic” and “demon-
izing” the mayor-elect. MSNBC   

(Please turn to page 18)

 JEWS SHOULD NOT KEEP SILENT WHEN ZOHRAN MAMDANI CROSSES THE LINE

BY RAFAEL MEDOFF
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MEDEX EXPANDS TO CANADA ALONGSIDE  
NEFESH B’NEFESH “ON TOUR” EVENTS

MEDEX HOPES JEWISH DOCTORS WILL CONSIDER ALIYA

In a significant mile-
stone for Israel’s global Ali-
yah efforts, Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, in partnership 
with Israel’s Ministry of Ali-
yah and Integration, Mini-
stry of Health, and Ministry 
of the Negev, Galilee, and 
National Resilience, and in 
cooperation with The Jew-
ish Agency for Israel, hosted 
the first-ever MedEx events 
in Canada, alongside the 
Nefesh B’Nefesh’s signature 
“NBN On Tour” program-
ming. Together, the initia-
tives welcomed over 500 
participants across Toronto, 
Montreal and Ottawa, offer-
ing comprehensive support

and guidance for those ex-
ploring Aliyah and profes-
sional opportunities in 
Israel. 
 The MedEx Canada 
events marked the latest ex-
pansion of the International 
Medical Aliyah Program 
(IMAP), an initiative to 
streamline the professional 
integration process for doc-
tors making Aliyah. At the 
events, partipating doctors 
had the opportunity to 
begin the licensing process 
and submit applications for 
their medical license con-
version to the Ministry of 
Health, all before making 
Aliyah.

Meanwhile, “NBN 
On Tour” events in both 
cities brought together pro-
spective Olim for in-depth 
seminars on employment, 
education, housing, and 
community life in Israel. 
Through one-on-one con-
sultations, attendees re-
ceived personalized guidance 
from Nefesh B’Nefesh Aliyah 
advisors, mu nicipal repre-
sentatives, and other bu-
reaucratic services, helping 
them turn their vision of life 
in Israel into a concrete 
plan. 

Building on the suc-
cess of previous MedEx 
events in North America,

Europe, Argentina, and 
Australia, the expansion 
into Canada underscores 
Israel’s commitment to wel-
coming 2,000 new Jewish 
physicians over the next five 
years, bolstered by the Mar-
cus Foundation, Gottesman 
Fund, Jewish Federations 
of North America, Azrieli 
Foundation, and Arison 
Foundation, with a shared 
mission of strengthening Is-
rael’s healthcare system 
and supporting the devel-
opment and growth of the 
country. 
 “MedEx Canada and 
‘NBN On Tour’ reflect the in- 

(Please turn to page 19)
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CHAG CHANUKAH SAMEACH TO OUR 
 FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

families.  
I spent a lot of time 

with Nate and his wife Ber-
nice. Months later, when I 
came to Toronto for a 
friend’s wedding. It turned 
out Nate and Bernice were 
friends with the family and 
they invited me to be their 
house guest.  

I continued to work 
with Nate for the next five 
years until I left the CJC. 
We lost touch. Then, two 
years ago, I saw him on na-
tional television speaking at 
a solidarity rally for Israel 
on Parliament Hill. He was 
95 at the time, as articulate 

(Please turn to page 14)

98 YEAR OLD HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVOR MARCHES ON 

Not only have I read 
the book, published by the 
Azrieli Foundation’s  Holo-
caust Survivor Memoirs 
Program,  I know the man. 
For 11 years I served as the 
head of communications for 
the Canadian Jewish Con-
gress. Nate was the chair of 
our Holocaust Education 
Committee. I got to work 
very closely with him, no-
tably on a mission to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 
We visited the death camps 
of Majdanek, Treblinka, 
Auschwitz and  Birkenau. 
Dozens of survivors were 
part of the group with their

MIKE COHEN REUNITES WITH NATE LEIPCIGER

NATE LEIPCIGER GETS READY FOR HIS 22ND MARCH OF THE LIVING 

By MIKE COHEN
Nate Leipciger, a 

thoughtful, shy eleven-year-
old boy, is plunged into an 
incomprehensible web of 
ghettos, concentration and 
death camps during the 
German occupation of Po-
land. Demonstrating in-
credible strength of 
character as he struggles to 
survive, he forges a new, 
unbreakable bond with his

father and yearns for a free 
future. With memories that 
remain etched in tragedy 
and pain even as he looks 
optimistically to the future, 
Nate builds a new life in Ca-
nada. Introspective and 
raw, yet ever hopeful, the  
book The Weight of Freedom
is Nate’s vivid journey 
through a past that can 
never be left behind.
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We Extend Best Wishes to Our 
Jewish Friends and Residents on 

CHANUKAH

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR FRIENDS 
IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 

WORLD PREMIERE OF LONG-NEGLECTED MASTERWORKS OF ERNEST KANITZ MARKS NINTH 
RECORDING IN  INTERNATIONALLY ACCLAIMED “MUSIC IN EXILE” SERIES

Consider the Jewish 
Austrian-born composer 
Ernest Kanitz (1894-1978) 
a known unknown. He was 
certainly a prominent musi-
cian in Vienna during the 
1920s and ‘30s, with 
frequent concerts and radio 
broadcasts. Forced to flee 
after the Nazis’ annexation 
of Austria in 1938, Kanitz 
eventually established a ca-
reer in the US, as an ad-
mired pedagogue and 
composer, but with his 
death his modest renown

evaporated, and his vibrant, 
richly melodic music dis-
appeared from the concert 
stage. 

For more than 20 
years, the ARC Ensemble 
(Artists of the Royal Conser-
vatory) has devoted itself to 
assessing and reviving the 
forgotten and marginalized 
works of 20th century com-
posers whose careers—like 
that of Ernest Kanitz—were 
impacted by war, anti-Semi-
tism and bigotry. Nomi-
nated for multiple Grammys,

JUNO and OPUS Klassik 
awards, the Canadian 
chamber group has not only 
earned glowing reviews 
around the globe; it has re-
stored the music and rep-
utations of a growing 
number of highly gifted and 
superbly trained com-
posers. 

The “Chamber Works 
of Ernest Kanitz” (released 
on October 31st) is the 
ninth recording in the en-
semble’s landmark “Music 
in Exile” series for Chandos

and the first devoted to Ka-
nitz’s chamber music. The 
five extraordinary premieres 
span three and a half dec-
ades, during which time Ka-
nitz travelled a fair distance 
both geographically, musi-
cally and emotionally. He 
endured forced displace-
ment, the deaths of his 
father and suicides of his 
mother and sister within a 
seven year span, and the 
loss of his wife when she 
was only 49, yet remarkably 

(Please turn to page 23)

ANOTHER MASTERPIECE 
FROM ARC ENSEMBLE
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CHAG CHANUKAH SAMEACH TO OUR 
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

CELEBRATING  CHANUKAH  
AT FOUR ELMS RETIREMENT  

RESIDENCE

JEWISH RESIDENTS AT FOUR ELMS RETIRE-
ment Residence  celebrate the Chanukah festival  
with the lighting of the menorah. Four Elms Retire-
ment Residence offers active seniors luxury living, 
exceptional dining, and excellent city views in a 
vibrant social environment. Proudly Canadian 
and part of one of Canada’s Best Managed Com-
panies, Four Elms is committed to delivering 
trusted support and an exceptional lifestyle ex-
perience
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We Join in Extending Chanukah Holiday  
Greetings to the Jewish Community 
of Metropolitan Toronto and Area

HAPPY CHANUKAH 
TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF THE GTA 

MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE A JOYOUS ONE.
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as ever and looking fit. I do 
not know what prompted 
me to look him up on Face-
book, yet there was his pro-
file.  Would he remember 
me after nearly three dec-
ades?  I sent a message and 
almost immediately he re-
sponded. We connected by 
telephone and then by 
Zoom. I got a copy of his 
book and read it cover to 
cover. An e-mail exchange 
began.  When family rea-
sons brought me to Toronto 
I e-mailed Nate and asked if 
he was up for a visit.  He in-
vited me to his Toronto 
condo. My friend Rob joined 
me. This was a surreal ex-
perience, sitting down on 
the couch with a  man I ad-
mired so much. He was

never expected to survive 
past his 15th birthday. Yet 
here was. Bernice was there 
to greet me as well. 

We spoke about the 
rise of antisemitism in Ca-
nada and the world, the war 
in Israel and his discontent 
with how our Canadian gov-
ernment has treated the 
Jewish State.   Remarkably, 
Nate told us that this com-
ing spring he will go on his 
22nd March of The Living to 
Poland and Israel, accom-
panying our youth. “It is the 
best education we can pro-
vide for them,” he told me. 

Nate  was born in 
Chorzów, Poland, in 1928. 
He immigrated to Toronto in 
1948, where he eventually 
obtained a university degree 

HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR MARCHES ON
(Continued from page 8)
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“Chag Urim Sameach!”

BEST WISHES FOR CHANUKAH 
TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

ACROSS THE GTA

We Extend Best Wishes to Our Jewish 
Friends and Customers throughout the GTA 

On the Occasion of 
CHANUKAH

in engineering. Nate was a 
member of the International 
Council of the Auschwitz-
Birkenau Museum for 15 
years and has been an edu-
cator on March of the Living 
for decades. He was just 15 
years old when he and his 
family were sent to a Nazi 
concentration camp. Once 
they arrived, he was sep-
arated from his mother and 
sister — and never saw 
them again. The life expec-
tancy in a camp was only 
four months, but he and his 

father managed to survive 
for two years in several dif-
ferent camps. He is a wor-
thy Member of the Order of 
Canada. I feel privileged to 
be able to share my associ-
ation with Nate through the 
pages of The Jewish Stan-
dard Magazine. Seeing him 
once again in person was a 
“pinch me” moment. He is 
an absolute treasure! 

To find out more 
about his book go to  
https://memoirs.azrieli-
foundation.org/  

• 
TORONTO NOSTALGIA

The Jewish Standard has been publishing since 
1929. The items in this column appeared in early editions 
of the publication.  They reveal an active social and com-
munal life among early Toronto Jewry.  - The Editor

May 18, 1934 
Mr. and Mrs. David 

Dunkelman, York Lodge, 
entertained at dinner last 
Sunday evening in honor of 
Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Freiman, 
of Ottawa, who were in town 
to attend the Ontario Zion-
ist Region Conference. 

Mrs. L. Gelber, Low-
ther Avenue, has returned 
on the S.S. Berengaria, 
from Palestine, where she 
visited Miss Sylvia Gelber, 
in Jerusalem. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis 
Rasminsky, of Geneva, 
Switzerland, have sailed on 
the S.S. Aquitania for a visit 
to Canada.  While  they are in  
Toronto, they will be the 

guests of Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry Rotenberg, 181 
Warren Road. 

Mr. and Mrs. S. 
Stein, 411 St. Clements 
Avenue, announce the Bar-
Mitzvah of their son, Rich-
ard Edwynne, which will 
take place at the Holy Blos-
som Synagogue on Sat-
urday, May 26th.  Mr. and 
Mrs. Stein will be at home 
Sunday evening, May 27th.  
No cards. 

Dr. A. Brodey, Well-
wood Avenue, has returned 
home from a fishing trip at 
Dorset, Ontario. 

Mr. and Mrs. Aaron 
Kohan, Dundas Street, and    

 (Please turn to page 26)
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BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS 

A message from your  
Liberal Members of Parliament
On December 14th, as the sun sets, Jewish communities 
in Canada and across the world will gather to celebrate 
Hanukkah, the Festival of Lights.

������������������������
�����������
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��	������
to the values of freedom, respect, and dignity for 
Jewish Canadians, and our dedication to combatting 
antisemitism. Our government has introduced the 
Combatting Hate Act to amend the Criminal Code and 
strengthen the tools police have to take action against 
those who spread hate. As we celebrate the strength and 
resilience of the Jewish people, we must also confront 
and condemn the antisemitism that is all too real in 
Canada. Together, we can build a country where Jewish 
people can live their lives openly, freely, and safely.

We wish you and your loved ones a blessed Hanukkah.

Chag Hanukkah Sameach!

Un message de  
vos députés libéraux
Le 14 décembre, au coucher du soleil, les communautés 
juives du Canada et du monde entier se réuniront pour 
célébrer Hanoukka, la fête des Lumières.

��
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���������
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����
��
���������
���
notre engagement envers les valeurs de liberté, de 
respect et de dignité pour les Canadiens juifs, ainsi que 
notre détermination à lutter contre l’antisémitisme. Notre 
gouvernement a présenté la Loi sur la lutte contre la 
��	�����������
�	��������
�����	�	��������������
���������
outils dont dispose la police pour prendre des mesures 
contre ceux qui propagent la haine. Alors que nous 
célébrons la force et la résilience du peuple juif, nous 
devons également affronter et condamner l’antisémitisme 
qui est bien réel au Canada. Ensemble, nous pouvons 
bâtir un pays où les Juifs peuvent vivre ouvertement, 
librement et en toute sécurité.

Nous vous souhaitons, à vous et à vos proches, une 
joyeuse Hanoukka.

Chag Hanoukka Sameach !

Presented by / Présenté par
Hon. Anita Anand,  M.P.
Karim Bardeesy,  M.P.

Hon. Bardish Chagger,  M.P.
Maggie Chi,  M.P.

Leslie Church,  M.P.
Hon. Julie Dabrusin,  M.P. 
John-Paul Danko,  M.P.
Julie Dzerowicz,  M.P.
Hon. Ali Ehsassi,  M.P.
Vince Gasparro,  M.P.

Hon. Tim Hodgson,  M.P.
Hon. Helena Jaczek,  M.P. 

Marie-France Lalonde,  M.P.
Hon. David McGuinty,  M.P.

Yasir Naqvi,  M.P.
Juanita Nathan,  M.P.

Chi Nguyen,  M.P.
Hon. Rob Oliphant,  M.P. 
Hon. Jenna Sudds,  M.P. 

Ryan Turnbull,  M.P. 
Anita Vandenbeld,  M.P. 

Salma Zahid,  M.P. 
Hon. John Zerucelli,  M.P.
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A Night to Remember

Canadian Magen David 
Adom for Israel (CMDA), held 
their 2025 Toronto Gala on 
Thursday October 30th.

With an incredible array of local and 

international sponsors and donors, 

this was the largest and most 

successful event ever held in the 95 

year old history of Magen David 

Adom with an attendance of over 

1000 people. Simultaneously, it was 

also CMDA’s most prosperous gala in 

its’ 49 year history. 

Headlining the Event was Will  

and Grace Actress and pro- 

Israel advocate, Debra Messing  

and musical accompaniment by the 

Israeli hit duo, husband and  

wife, YoNina. 

Messing described her strong pro-

Israel advocacy in the fight against 

Jew-hatred as well as her unbridled 

dedication to Magen David Adom. 

Because of donors like Toronto’s 

Richard Cornblum, Magen David 

Adom can continue its life-saving 

work and provide critical emergency 

care to those in need. Mr. Cornblum 

remarked: “As a long-time donor and 

past honouree what is there to say 

about these Heroes? Everyday, every 

hour, they risk their lives to save 

others”. It’s not just about their 

service during times of war, no one 

thinks about when they are treating 

those that have a heart attack or a 

victim of a car accident, they are 

always there”! 

CMDA bestowed the 2025 Kol 

Hakavod Award to joint Honourees, 

Drs. Joby Eisen and Dr. Sharla 

Lichtman who have been active with 

the organization for over 10 years 

and are the founders of Canadian 

Magen David Adom’s Core Doctor 

Advisory Team. Joined by MDA’s 

Director General Eli Bin, the night 

capped o� with the Apodropos 

(Guardian) Award being bestowed on 

well known Canadian philanthropist, 

Mr. Harry Lebovic who was acc-

ompanied by his sister, Bonnie  

on stage. 

CMDA has already 

started planning its next 

major Event and asked  

its supporters to hold  

the date of: Thursday 

November 5, 2026 

416-780-0034  |  TOLL FREE IN ONTARIO: 1-888-858-2632   
TO DONATE: WWW.CMDAI.ORG  |  @CANADIANMDA 

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Debra Messing

Arlene Madar Abitan, Eli Bin  

and Harry Lebovic

Harry Lebovic

Dr. Sharla Lichtman & Dr. Joby EisenYoNina
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We Join in Wishing Our  
Jewish Friends and Customers 

A Joyous Chanukah Celebration 
and a Happy and Healthy 2026

We Extend Best Wishes for 
CHANUKAH 

to Our Jewish Friends and Customers 
throughout the GTA 

TRYING TO MUZZLE JEWS AGAIN 
(Continued from page 6)

 549 Bronte Rd, Oakville 
 905-825-5335 

 154 Norseman St. Etobicoke 
 416-237-9654  

info@accessabilities.ca 
 www.accessabilities.ca 

We carry walkers, wheelchairs, scooters,  
stair lifts, porch lifts, bathroom safety & more

Winner 2024 Mid Size Business

host Joe Scarborough con-
fronted ADL head Jonathan 
Greenblatt on air, urging 
him to “call Mamdani’s 
team” and “have lunch and 
talk,” instead of monitoring 
Mamdani’s actions. An 
overheated news article in 
the New York Times por-
trayed the ADL’s modest 
monitoring plan as an ex-
ample of the group’s sup-
posed strategy of adopting 
“a conciliatory approach to 
the far right.” The ADL’s op-
ponents evidently are hop-
ing their criticism will 
intimidate the ADL into si-
lence. 

Muzzling the Jews is 
a well-worn political 
strategy. During the 1930s 
and 1940s, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt and 
his aides repeatedly pres-
sured the foremost Ameri-
can Jewish leader, Rabbi 
Stephen S. Wise, to refrain 
from criticizing U.S. policy 
regarding the plight of Eu-
rope’s Jews. 
    In one instance, 
Wise confided to a friend 
that the president spoke to 
him about “the necessity of 
Jews lying low.” On another 
occasion, Roosevelt warned 
Wise that if Jewish leaders 
were too vocal, it would “en-
able Americans to say that

the fellows who wrote The 
Protocols of the Elders of 
Zion had some justifica-
tion.” 

 President Roosevelt 
and his aides successfully 
pressed Wise to: withhold 
support from a congres-
sional resolution about Hit-
ler’s mistreatment of 
German Jews (1933); cancel 
a “public trial” of Hitler in 
Chicago (1934); refrain from 
calling for admission of 
more Jewish refugees to the 
U.S. (1938-1939); drop calls 
to admit refugees to the 
U.S. Virgin Islands (1940); 
testify against a congres-
sional resolution urging 
FDR to create a rescue 
agency (1943); and soften or 
halt his public criticism of 
Great Britain for shutting 
the doors to Palestine. 

But FDR’s muzzling 
campaign didn’t work on ev-
erybody. The activists 
known as the Bergson 
Group organized rallies, 
lobbied in Washington, and 
sponsored more than two 
hundred full-page news-
paper advertisements urg-
ing the Roosevelt 
administration to rescue 
Jews. 

Bergson Group ac-
tivist Ben Hecht, the noted 
playwright, authored many

We Wish Our Jewish Friends and Customers 

A Joyous Chanukah Celebration
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of those newspaper ads. 
One was in the form of a 
poem that he called “The 
Ballad of the Doomed Jews 
of Europe.” It read, in part:  
Four million Jews waiting 
for death 
Oh hang and burn but—
quiet, Jews! 
Don’t be bothersome; save 
your breath— 
The world is busy with other 
news. 

Stephen Wise’s si-
lence is remembered today 
as a tragic example of failed 
Jewish leadership. Ben 
Hecht’s outcry, by contrast, 

shines as an example of 
Jewish activists who re-
fused to be muzzled. 

 It goes without say-
ing that there are many im-
portant differences between 
the circumstances of 1943 
and those of today. But the 
pressure that the Anti-Defa-
mation League faces today 
has a precedent, as does the 
choice that the ADL must 
now make. Which path will 
it choose? Will it go forward 
with the website and hotline 
to monitor Mamdani, or will 
it be intimidated into si-
lence?

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR LOYAL 
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE  A 
 JOYOUS ONE 

DR. EFRAT AFLALO, HEAD OF THE PHYSICIANS 
Olim Directorate at the Ministry of Aliyah and In-
tegration, and Rabbi Yehoshua Fass, Co-Founder 
and Executive Director of Nefesh B’Nefesh, at the 
recent MedEx Canada event. Photo Credit: Sam 
Santos and Ernesto Di Stefano

• 
MEDEX EXPANDS TO CANADA 

(Continued from page 7)

credible spirit of partner-
ship and purpose that 
drives Aliyah forward,” said 
Tony Gelbart, Co-Founder 
and Chairman of Nefesh 
B’Nefesh. “We met passion-
ate, highly skilled profes-
sionals and families 
throughout Canada, who 
are eager to contribute to Is-
rael’s future. Whether 
through medicine or com-
munity life, their energy and 
commitment will certainly 
make a lasting impact on 
the Jewish State.”

“The International 
Medical Aliyah Program 
(IMAP) and the expansion of 
its activities are truly mean-
ingful developments for the 
Israeli public and for our 
healthcare system,” said Is-
rael’s Minister of Aliyah and 
Integration, Ofir Sofer. 
“Alongside the important re-
cent Aliyah fairs in Toronto 
and Montreal, organized by 
Nefesh B’Nefesh and the 
Ministry of Aliyah and In-
tegration, we are working 

(Please turn to page 22)

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO THE JEWISH  
COMMUNITY AND TO OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 
MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE A  

JOYOUS OCCASION



CHAG  CHANUKAH SAMEACH TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS
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vigorously to encourage 
Jewish physicians from 
around the world to make 
Aliyah and to help integrate 
them into Israel’s medical 
system. To date, more than 
650 Olim doctors have 
joined the Israeli healthcare 
system through IMAP. Our 
many innovative and 
groundbreaking absorption 
programs are being wel-
comed by communities 
worldwide, and I hope we 
will continue to see more 
and more families and 
young people choosing to 
take this courageous step 
and fulfill the Zionist vision. 

“Today, more than 
ever, the State of Israel 
needs high-quality physi-
cians in Tzfat, Kiryat 
Shmona, Be’er Sheva, and 
Dimona,” said Israel’s Min-
ister for the Negev, Galilee, 
and National Resilience, 
Yitzhak Wasserlauf. “The 
Ministry for the Negev and 
Galilee is proud to partner 
with and support this im-
portant initiative of Nefesh 
B’Nefesh, which transforms 
Zionism into action and 
brings excellent medical 
professionals to Israel who 
will strengthen hospitals 
and communities in the 
Negev, Galilee, and the 
Gaza border region.This is 
another step in reinforcing

We Extend Best Wishes 
to Our Jewish Friends 

and Customers  
throughout the GTA 
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 

CHAG SAMEACH TO 
OUR JEWISH 

FRIENDS 
ACROSS THE GTA

our national resilience, not 
only in security, but also in 
health.” 
 “The expansion of 
MedEx’s work into Canada 
is a moving expression of 
the strength of our shared 
mission. In every encounter 
with Jewish communities 
around the world, I see the 
same deep commitment to  
the Jewish people and the 
State of Israel,” said Chair-

MEDEX EXPANDS TO CANADA 
(Continued from page 19)

CHAG CHANUKAH 
SAMEACH 

TO OUR FRIENDS 
AND CUSTOMERS

CHAG SAMEACH TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS

Complete Manufacturing & Infrastructure 
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CHAG CHANUKAH SAMEACH TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS THROUGHOUT THE GTA

man of The Jewish Agency 
for Israel, Doron Almog, 
Major General (Res.). “This 
partnership strengthens 
our healthcare system and 
reflects the spirit of the 
Jewish people, a spirit of 
rebuilding, renewal, and 
hope. Together, we will 
continue to open doors 
and bring closer to us 
more professionals and 
leaders who seek to be 
part of the Israeli story.” 

Since the launch of 
IMAP in 2024, approximately

Joins in Extending Best Wishes to the 
Jewish Community  
On the Occasion of 

CHANUKAH 
May your Festival of Lights holiday celebration be 

a joyous one for family and friends. 

Electrical & Communication Contractors to 
Industry, Commerce, Traffic & Institutions 

470 Midwest Road, Scarborough, ON M1P 4Y5 
416-288-8222 

www.guildelectric.com

We Wish the Jewish Community 
a Joyous  Chanukah Celebration

700 doctors from around 
the world have already 
made Aliyah, joining Is-
rael’s medical workforce. 
With the addition of Canada 
to the MedEx roster and the 
continued growth of global 
programming, the organiza-
tion continues to stream-
line and expand pathways 
for Aliyah, helping thou-
sands of individuals and 
families turn aspirations 
into reality, all while 
strengthening the state of 
Israel. 

• 
ANOTHER GEM 

(Continued from page 10)

his innate optimism refused 
to yield to circumstances. 

“This album is quite 
unlike others we've 
recorded on account of the 
enormous musical range 
and variety of the repertoire. 
There’s a fascinating pro-
gression and openness to   
the music which accompa-
nied his move to America” 
says Simon Wynberg, the 
ARC Ensemble’s Artistic Di-
rector. “What’s also striking 
is that Kanitz accepted his 
fate with a definite equa-
nimity eventually wholly 
embracing his new Ameri-
can life.” 

In other ways, Ka-
nitz’s trajectory is similar to 
that of other composers in 
the “Music in Exile” series. 
A child prodigy born into 
an affluent Jewish Vien-
nese family, Kanitz worked 
with Richard Heuberger, a 
celebrated critic and com-
poser with a special inter-
est in choral music, and 
later with Franz Schreker, 
arguably Europe’s most in-
fluential composer-ped-
agogue.  

By the 1920s, Ka-
nitz’s works were being 
played by the Vienna Sym-
phony Orchestra, among 
them a piece for choir, so-
loists and orchestra con-
ducted by a 23-year-old 
George Szell, who would  
later preside over the Cleve-
land Symphony. Kanitz’s ca-

reer gained momentum with 
performances at Austria’s 
Salzburg festival, as well as 
in Germany, the Nether-
lands and France. His 
works were also broadcast, 
from Vienna particularly. 
But Kanitz built his most 
enthusiastic following as 
the founder and director of 
the Wiener Frauen-Kam-
merchor (Vienna Women’s 
Chamber Choir), which per-
formed at Vienna’s Musik-
verein as well as in 
Budapest, Brno and Paris.  

This comfortable 
and rewarding life was 
abruptly upended when 
Germany annexed Austria 
in March of 1938. Despite 
his conversion to Christian-
ity in 1914, Kanitz still 
faced persecution as a Jew 
and was left with no choice 
but to leave. At the age of 
43, he arrived in the US and 
was obliged to re-establish 
his career. After a brief and 
unhappy stint in New York, 
he accepted a teaching post 
at a small college in Rock 
Hill, South Carolina. Three 
years later, he was ap-
pointed head of music at 
Erskine College, a Christian 
institution in a town with 
the rather disorienting 
name of Due West. With a 
population of fewer than 
1,000 people, it is difficult 
to imagine a destination 
further  removed from the 
             (Please turn to page 26)
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MLDE MOC.RNOA

NO DRAMA. NO HEADLINES. JUST 75+ OCTOBER 7 orphans 
on a boat… laughing, dancing, healing. While the world 
argues about flotillas, IsraelOrphans10/seven created 
one filled with joy, community, and childhood. Music. 
Face paint. Frozen characters. Balloons in the sky. Hope 
in their hearts.A moment where they could simply be 
kids again. Now THAT’s the kind of flotilla the world 
should be talking about.

A FLOTILLA THAT  THUNBERG AND HER 
BAND OF TROUBLEMAKERS SHOULD 

CHAG CHANUKAH SAMEACH TO 
THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
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highways
roads and parking lots
bridges, structures and pile driving
canals
marine and environmental
wind turbines
hydro generation
radioactive waste remediation
subdivisions
sewers and watermains
industrial and commercial
design-build and engineer

C O N S T R U C T I O N

BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS 
 CHANUKAH  

TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS IN  
HAMILTON AND ST. CATHARINES

ANOTHER GEM 
(Continued from page 23)����� ���
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CHAG CHANUKAH 
SAMEACH TO OUR 

JEWISH FRIENDS

culture and sophistication 
of Vienna.  

In 1944, following 
his wife Gertrud’s death, 
Kanitz made an exploratory 
trip to Los Angeles. It led to 
a post in the music depart-
ment of the University of 
Southern California and he 
retired as Professor Emeri-
tus in 1960. His attraction 
to California had been im-
mediate. “As long as God 
grants me a living here in 
L.A.” he wrote, “I would not 
want to live anywhere else.” 
His productivity soared with 
retirement and there were 
performances of his works 
by the Philadelphia Orches-
tra, the Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic, the St. Louis 
Symphony, and the Chicago 
Chamber Orchestra, among 
others.  

Mr. and Mrs. Mit-
chell Kohan, Bathurst 
Street, have returned from 
Miami, where they spent 
the winter. 

Mrs. J. Levy, Rush-
ton Road, has returned 
from Florida, where she 
spent the winter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. 
Wagman, 14 Lander Ave-
nue, announce the Bar Mit-
vah of their son Herbert, 
which will take place on Sat-
urday morning, June 2nd, 
at the Goel Tzedec Syn-
agogue, University Avenue. 

A son was born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sydney D. 
Cohen, 62 Harper 
Avenue(née Leila Skup) on 
Monday, May 7th, at the To-
ronto General Hospital. 

April 1938
Mr. and Mrs. Ray-

mond Allen (née Ruth Fried-
man) have returned from 
their wedding trip to Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Her-
bert L. Nussbaum, Rosedale 
Heights Drive, have returned

The ARC Ensemble 
comprises the senior faculty 
of The Royal Conservatory's 
acclaimed Glenn Gould 
School, with guests drawn 
from its accomplished 
alumni and students.  “The 
inclusion of outstanding 
young musicians is abso-
lutely critical if we are to 
guarantee the survival of 
these new additions to the 
repertoire” says Wynberg. 

• 
ONTARIO NOTALGIA 

(Continued  from page 15
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 
JEWISH CUSTOMERS

BEST WISHES FOR A HAPPY CHANUKAH TO 
OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS 

IN HAMILTON AND AREA

from a Southern  Cruise. 
Mr. and Mrs. Eg-

mont L. Frankel, Douglas 
Avenue, are home after  
spending a few weeks in 
Hollywood, Florida. 

Mr. and Mrs. Benja-
min Friedman, of Montreal, 
have returned home after

spending a few days with 
Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Allen, 
Roxborough Rd. 

Born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Cutler(née 
Helen Wasser), at Mount 
Sinai Hospital, March 8th, 
a daughter. 

(Please turn to following page)
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HAPPY CHANUKAH TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS

Peter Martin
Appliances

Peter Martin
Appliances

140 Hester Street

Hamilton ON L9A 2N8

905.383.2146

www.petermartins.ca

Best Wishes to our Jewish Friends and Customers for a 
Joyous Celebration on 

CHANUKAH
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ONTARIO  NOSTALGIA
(Continued from preceding page)

Born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Cutler(née Shirley 
Greenbaum) at Toronto 
General Hospital, on Sat-
urday March 27th, a 
daughter. 

Mrs. Rachel Langer, 
Toronto, announces the ap-
proaching marriage of her 
daughter, Kate, to Mr. Isaac 
Weinrath, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Weinrath, the 
ceremony to take place on 
May 1st. 

Mr. and Mrs. Morris 
Ginsburg, Huntsville, an-
nounce the engagement of 
their daughter, Dora, to Dr. 
Abraham Alan Track, 
F.B.C.S., son of Mr. and 
Mrs. H. Track, Toronto.   
The marriage is to take 
place in the early fall. 

The engagement is 
announced of Eva Cohen, 
B.A., daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Cohen, New Bruns-
wick, N.J., to Mr. Abram Sil-
verman, New York City, 
formerly of Toronto, son of 
the late Mr. and Mrs. M. Sil-
verman, of Hamilton, Ontario.  
Marriage to take place in 
New York on July 3rd.

Mr. and Mrs. M. Ca-
plan, Rushton Road, an-
nounce the engagement of 
their daughter, Lillian, to 
Benjamin, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Minarsky. 

Mr. and Mrs. B. 
Snider, Concord Ave., an-
nounce the engagement of 
their daughter, Ann, to Ben-
jamin Milrod, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. M. Milrod, Bathurst St. 

Mr. and Mrs. Na-
than Cohen, Heydon Park 
Road, announce the en-
gagement of their daughter 
Frances to Samuel Ashley, 
son of the late Mr. and Mrs. 
Abraham Ashley, marriage 
to take place early in July. 

July 1934 
Dr. Boris D. Dogen 

Chapter A.Z.A: Pledges of 
the local chapter of A.Z.A. 
sponsored a farewell dance 
at Brant Inn in honor of 
Saul Smurlick,  Aleph Maz-
kir of the Hamilton group, 
prior to his departure for 
Washington where he at-
tended the Grand Inter-
national A.Z.A convention.  
Guests were present from 
Brantford, Galt and Lon-
don. 

Deborah Ladies’ Aid 
Society:  A successful gar-
den tea and bridge was held 
on Thursday afternoon at 
the residence of Mrs. L.Sil-
verman.  The guests were 
received by Mrs. James 
Rubin, President; Mrs. J. J. 
Morris, Vive-president and 
Mrs. Silverman. The home-
made table convenors were:  
Mesdames A. Bloom and S. 
Glass, assistants Mes-
dames J. Mandell and J. 
Sweet; keno convenors, 
Mrs. L. Barnett and Mrs. M. 
Slavin; kodak, Mrs. E. 
Slavin; fortune telling, Mrs. 
N. Berg.  A bed-jacket, 
worked and donated by 
Mrs. S. Rose, was won by 
Mrs. L. M. Barnett.  An 
Afghan will be drawn at the 
October meeting.  Mrs. A. 
Agranove of Ottawa won the 
door prize. 



 The Jewish Standard, December 2025                                                                    29

CHAG CHANUKAH SAMEACH 
TO ALL OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS 

HAMILTON AND AREA 
As it embarks on its second decade, the Canadian Jewish 

Literary Awards recognizes and rewards the finest Canadian writ-
ing on Jewish themes and subjects. Winners have been selected 
in the categories of fiction, biography, memoir, poetry, Yiddish, 
Jewish culture, history, scholarship, and books for children and 
youth. 

“Despite the challenges, the Canadian Literary Awards 
had more submissions this year than ever before,” Canadian Jew-
ish Literary Awards founder and Jury Chair Edward Trapunski 
said.  

Especially significant is the Irving Abella Award in His-
tory given annually in honour of Irving Abella z"l, of blessed mem-
ory. Celebrating the best Canadian writing on Jewish history, the 
Irving Abella Award is supported by the friends of this giant of 
scholarship who left an indelible imprint on Canadian Jewish 
studies. 

This year’s  winner of the Irving Abella Award is Simon 
Rabinovitch, author of Sovereignty and Religious Freedom: A 
Jewish History (Yale University Press).  Rabinovitch recounts the 
story of the varying rights Jews have enjoyed in different coun-
tries. Deeply researched and brilliantly conceived, it is both a sur-
vey and a legal history of Jewish sovereignty and religious 
freedom. It explores ideas about citizenship and belonging, includ-
ing who is a Jew, what constitutes a Jewish family, and how to de-
fine Jewish space. It compares the conflicts between the individual 
and collective rights of Jews over the last two centuries. With Ra-
binovitch as a guide, we explore religious freedom and group rights 
for Jews in America, Europe, and Israel, the one state where they 
are a majority. The book’s analysis of Jewish rights and sovereignty 
is directly applicable to Quebec’s history, particularly the Jewish 
community’s response to Quebec’s own sovereignty movements 
and the ongoing discussions within Quebec about the rights of re-
ligious minorities. Sovereignty and Religious Freedom is original, 
comprehensive, nuanced, and surprisingly accessible. 

Other winners include Fiction:Ayelet Tsabari for Songs 
for the Brokenhearted (HarperCollins Publishers Ltd.); Memoir: 
John Lorinc for No Jews Live Here (Coach House Books); Poetry: 
Ruth Rifka for To All the Mirrored Doors of Beginning, a Journey 
Ending (Wipf and Stock Publishers); Yiddish: Anna Miransky for 
Poem by Poem, Fable by Fable: Discovering My Father and Learn-
ing His Language (Wipf and Stock); Youth: Sheila Baslaw, Karen 
Levine and Alice Priestley for The Light Keeper (Second Story 
Press); Jewish Culture: Andrew Kear (Editor) for Mashel Teitel-
baum: Terror and Beauty (Goose Lane Editions); Biography: Ezra 
Glinter for Menachem Mendel Schneerson: Becoming the Mes-
siah (Yale University Press); Scholarship: Michael Beizer and Ann 
Komaromi for A Time to Sow: Refusenik Life in Leningrad, 1979-
1989 (University of Toronto Press). 

WINNERS OF THE 11TH  
CANADIAN JEWISH LITERARY AWARDS

Over 16 Colours and 50 Monuments 
on Display 

A;ways here to help you with your 
Monument Needs 

IDEAL 
MONUMENT WORKS 

519-471-7030 
390 Springbank Dr.,London 

idealmonuments@netscape.net 
WE HAVE SERVED THE JEWISH  

COMMUNITY FOR OVER 100 YEARS

BEST WISHES FOR A JOYOUS 
CHANUKAH CELEBRATION

Simon Rabinovitch receives the Irving Abella Award for 
History from Jury Chair Edward Trapunski



BEST WISHES FOR CHANUKAH 
TO OUR JEWISH  FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

CAULKING SAVES ENERGY 
INDUSTRIAL - RESIDENTIAL 

905-643-8085 
FAX: 905-643-8086

HAPPY CHANUKAH TO ALL OUR 
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS

WE ARE PLEASED TO EXTEND GREETINGS 
TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF LONDON 

ON CHANUKAH 
MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE A JOYOUS ONE. 
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Call Cowan Insurance Group for 
a free no obligation quote:

For All Y

G6
cowangroup.ca

602-105 Main Street East, Hamilton, ON  L8N 1G

a free no obligation quote:
Personal Insurance: 905-523-8400  

Commercial Insurance: 905-523-8507
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We Join in Extending Greetings for 
CHANUKAH 

to the Jewish Community of Metropolitan Toronto and Area 
May your celebration be a joyous one for family and friends.

We Join in Extending Best Wishes for 
CHANUKAH 

to our Jewish Friends and Clients 
throughout the GTA
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