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RELE CTIONS OF ROSH HASHANAH

Jews approach the New Year and Day of Atonement with a fair degree of real-
ism. Inherent in our prayers to escape the ills to which the human race is subjected
is the knowledge that during the past year few of us have been spared the tragedies
which are an inevitable part of life’s journey. In the understanding that pain and
suffering afflict us all we face the future with more than a little foreboding.

If a sense of uneasiness is understandable in our personal lives, it is also re-
flected in the our response to the dark blots which affect us simply because we are
Jews and which show no signs of abating. The persistent danger facing Israel of
war with Iran and its terrorist proxies, the harrowing thought that there are diabol-
ical men who relish the prospect of a world without Jews, the rampant antisemi-
tism on the streets of Canada and around the globe cannot help but leave us fraught
with anxiety.

“God’s in His Heaven and all’s right with the world” may be the comforting
message of Browning’s Pippa’s Passes. And many sermons during the High Holy
Days will likely dwell on the ultimate compassion of the Holy One,blessed he His
name. But the fact is that if there are solutions to the problems that plague our trou-
bled universe, if the alleviation of personal pain is at all possible, it will be “we”
who will have to discover the remedies.

Perhaps our prayers as we enter the synagogue over the next few weeks
should not be for divine intervention but rather for the strength we require to face
life’s perils and the courage Jews and our allies, of which we do have many, must
summon up to confront those who seek to destroy us.

@ pakertilly

Shana Tovah

Wishing you a bright and sweet year. May the New Year bring blessings upon you and
your loved ones for happiness, health and prosperity.
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OUR STORIES,
THEIR INHERITANCE

RESILIENCE BEGINS WHEN FAMILIES GATHER TO CELEBRATE ROSH HASHANAH

It’s that time of year
again where Jewish families
around the world will gather
to celebrate Rosh Hasha-
nah. We'll dip apples in
honey, wish one another a
sweet New Year, and catch
up on the events of the past
twelve months.

But I feel this year is
different.

Many of our chil-
dren and grandchildren will
come to the table carrying
challenging questions they
may not have voiced. Many
have encountered antisemi-
tism at school or university.
Others have seen it on tv,
online, in the workplace, or
among ‘friends’. Many are
trying to make sense of a
world that suddenly feels
less certain for them be-
cause, they are Jewish.

As parents and
grandparents, it is our re-
sponsibility to lead that
conversation. Not with fear,

By RICHARD K. LOWY

but with history, with per-
spective, with pride. This
Rosh Hashanah, we should
tell our children and grand-
children the stories that
matter. Let them know
where we came from. Who
were their grandparents?
Great-grandparents? Where
did our family begin? What
did they endure? What did
they lose? What did they re-
build?

Every family has a
story. Some stories begin in
Poland. Others in Hungary,
Morocco, Iraq, Iran, Ethio-
pia, Russia, Argentina, or
Canada. Some families fled.
Some fought. Some sur-
vived the Holocaust. Others
arrived generations earlier
and built new lives in safer
places.

Different journeys.
The same responsibility.
Our stories are more than
family history. They are our
inheritance—passed from

grandparents to parents,
from parents to children,
from  grandparents to
grandchildren—ensuring
that every generation knows
not only where we came
from, but why our Jewish
stories now matter more
than ever.

For my family, the
Holocaust is part of my
story.

Earlier this summer,
I had the privilege of return-
ing to Auschwitz with Class-
room Without Borders to

share the story of two teen-
age boys—my father, Leo-
pold Lowy, and his friend
Kalman Braun—with edu-
cators and students. I be-
lieve their story belongs not
only to my family, but to
every generation willing to
learn from it.

For five and a half
years, I immersed myself in
their testimonies. They were
chosen by Dr. Josef Mengele
for his heinous medical ex-
periments because each had

(Please turn to page 21)
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AGAINST ALL ODDS-
JACK’S STORY

Submitted by EZER MIZION

At 45, Toronto
printer Jack Mandelker
felt healthy. During an
annual physical, un-
usual bloodwork led to
a diagnosis of polycy-
themia vera, a con-
dition that caused his
body to produce too
many red blood cells.
For years, monthly
phlebotomies quietly
became part of his life.

Then, on his
60th birthday, Jack
learned the disease
had progressed to my-
elofibrosis. His bone
marrow was dying.
Without a transplant,
doctors told him he
had approximately
three years to live.

Jack needed a
matching stem cell
donor. Remarkably,
Ezer Mizion’s Bone Mar-
row Donor Registry
found two. When the
first could not proceed,
Eitan, a 24-year-old Is-
raeli and Jack’s second
match, stepped forward.

At Princess Mar-
garet Cancer Centre,
Jack was told he had a
30 percent chance of
surviving the trans-
plant. He decided to
see it differently: a 30
percent discount on a
pair of pants would be
a good deal, so why not
be grateful for a 30 per-

cent chance of staying
alive?

Jack underwent
chemotherapy and ra-
diation before receiving
Eitan’s stem cells. Five
weeks into his two-
month hospital stay,
his liver began shutting
down from the medicat-
ions needed to protect
him while he had no
immune system. His
toxicity level reached
487. Doctors had never
seen anyone survive at
that level and told his
wife he might have four
days left.

His medical team
pursued an experimen-
tal drug that was not
approved in North
America. The manufac-
turer initially refused
because Jack was too
sick. When his
numbers improved
slightly, it reconsidered

=

and rerouted a ship-
ment already on a plane
so the drug could reach
Toronto the next day.

Jack received it
on day four and recov-
ered. His case helped
open the door for the
treatment to become
available to other pa-
tients across North
America.

Throughout his
journey, Jack shared
an extraordinary friend-
ship with Tony, a print-
ing customer who had
the same disease and
received a transplant
six months  earlier.
Tony protected Jack’s
livelihood by arranging
and prepaying a year’s
worth of printing before
Jack entered hospital.
Their friendship, filled
with lunches, family
dinners and laughter,
continued until Tony

JACK MANDELKER MEETS HIS DONOR EITAN ZABOW

died last year.

There was a se-
cret plan: if Jack sur-
vived three years, he
and Eitan would meet
at an Ezer Mizion gala
in Toronto. Eitan spent
those years hoping they
would meet. Jack spent
them hoping to survive.
When they finally em-
braced before 300
people, there was
hardly a dry eye in the
room.

Jack is now cele-
brating ten years since
his transplant: ten
years made possible
because Ezer Mizion
found his match, Eitan
answered the call, and
Jack never stopped
fighting.

Ezer Mizion is
Israel's largest health
support organization
and hosts the world's
largest Jewish bone
marrow registry. Ezer
Mizion offers an exten-
sive range of medical
and social support
services to help Is-
rael’s sick, disabled,
elderly, and underpriv-
ileged populations,
benefiting over 670,000
people every year in
58 centers across 31
cities throughout Is-
rael, with the help of
over 30,000 vol-
unteers.
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THE BALLAST THAT
COULD HAVE BEEN JEWS

ROOSEVELT ADMINISTRATION COULD HAVE DONE A LOT MORE TO SAVE JEWISH REFUGEES

By RAFAEL MEDOFF

If you walk all the
way to the eastern end of
Manhattan’s 25th Street,
you come upon a small
plaque explaining why the
site was given the name
“Bristol Basin” in June
1942. What it does not ex-
plain is the fascinating con-
nection between that story
and the plight of Jewish ref-
ugees fleeing from the
Nazis.

Throughout the
Holocaust years, the Roose-
velt administration insisted
that it did not have any

ships to bring Jewish ref-
ugees to the United States.
“There just is not any trans-
portation available for refu-
gees”, Assistant Secretary of
State Breckinridge Long
told a congressional com-
mittee in 1943.

In his autobiogra-
phy, Congressman Emanuel
Celler (D-New York) like-
wise recalled how he was
told by an administration
official that in order to res-
cue Jews, the U.S. would
need to “divert shipping for
the transportation of war

materials and troops for the
refugees.”

In reality, American
troop-supply ships, known
as Liberty ships, were re-
turning to the United States
empty after delivering their
cargo to Europe. They had
plenty of room to carry
people on the return trip.

Moreover, the ships
needed something heavy on
board—known as ballast—
to keep them from capsiz-
ing. Jewish refugees could
have served that purpose.
Instead, the ballast was

found in the English city of
Bristol—or, more precisely,
in the city’s remnants.
Situated on the
southwest coast of England,
Bristol was heavily bombed
by the Germans beginning
in the summer of 1940.
Some 85,000 homes and
other buildings were de-
stroyed. Liberty ships that
off-loaded American men
and weapons in the port of
Bristol then loaded up on
rubble from the bombed-
out buildings in order to
(Please turn to page 23)

SHANA TOVE TO OUR FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

ANCRAGES

BOULONS

ANCRAGES CANADIENS

(Gt

HEGEDUS

Division Amcan-Jumax Inc.

Plus de 60 ans a votre service
Depuis 1957

OUTILLAGE

Tél.: 514 381-3431

w.ancragesfé'

2260, rue Michelin, Laval (Québec) H7L 5C3
Téléc.: 514 381-3688 Sans frais: 1 800 381-4574




The Jewish Standard, September 2026

RENOUNCING HIS
“FREE PALESTINE” PAST

Michael Gamal, a resident of Los Angeles, is a Coptic
Egyptian and former antisemite who spent nearly 20 years
in anti-Israel activism. Today, he defends the victims of the
cause he once supported and educates others on the
dangers of anti-Zionism.-The Editor

I challenge you to
name a place where a Cop-
tic Egyptian who once con-
sidered himself anti-Zionist
could spend two days in
candid conversation with
Jews, Druze, Muslim re-
formers, Iranians, Assyr-
ians and representatives
from Somaliland.

That was the scene
in late June, when I traveled
to London for the Tel Aviv
Institute’s New Middle East
Laboratory, a gathering of
activists, writers and com-
munity leaders brought to-
gether to explore what a
genuinely different Middle
East might look like.

The goal wasn’t to
manufacture consensus or
paper over disagreements.
It was to create a space
where people whose com-
munities have spent gener-
ations talking past—and

often fighting—one another
could finally speak hon-
estly.

Two years ago, I
never imagined I would ac-
cept an invitation to any-
thing like it.

For nearly two dec-
ades, I was immersed in the
“Free Palestine” movement.
Like many others, I viewed
Israel as the primary ob-
stacle to peace. But the
Hamas-led massacre in
southern Israel on Oct. 7,
2023, followed by the moral
contradictions I witnessed
among many pro-Palestin-
ian activists in the West,
forced me to confront as-
sumptions I had long taken
for granted. That journey

THE IMPACT OF OCTOBER 7TH STILL
BEING FELT BY ISRAELIS

L-------------‘
r : F IF' %

THE PAIN WAS SIMPLY TOO MUCH FOR BAR ASRAF-
His childhood friend and inseparable girlfriend Liron Barda
was among those murdered at the Nova music festival after
she refused to leave without trying to help the wounded.
Asraf’s body was found by paramedics at her gravesite in
the Alkana Cemetery. He had died from a gunshot wound
to the chest. Asraf seemed to be “outwardly cheerful”’, said

his mother.  But the events of Oct 7th never left him. “He
died in the place he most wanted to be”, she added.

led me somewhere I never
expected: from seeing Israel
as the villain to believing its
existence is not only justi-
fied, but essential.

Even so, I arrived in
London assuming that I
would spend most of the
time defending my views.
Given my public criticism of
radical Islamist ideology, I
expected to be the room’s
resident “Islamophobe.” In-
stead, I found myself seated
directly across from three
Muslim  reformers. We
spoke candidly about
Islam, history, extremism
and reform. They didn’t dis-
miss my concerns, and I
didn’t dismiss theirs. We
challenged one another
without questioning each
other’s motives. By the end
of those conversations, I re-
alized we were united by

something more important
than the issues that di-
vided us: a belief that our
communities deserved a
future free from those who
weaponize religion to jus-
tify violence.

One encounter, in
particular, changed the way
I think about these discus-
sions.

Among the partici-
pants was Hussain Abdul-
Hussain, whose book The
Arab Case for Israell had en-
thusiastically recommended
only weeks earlier to several
acquaintances. During a dis-
cussion about Islamic texts
often cited by extremists, he
made an observation that
has stayed with me ever
since: “I don’t want to en-
courage self-hatred.”

His point wasn’t that
difficult truths should be ig-
nored or that extremism
should be excused. It was
that confronting destructive

(Please turn to page 25)
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UK Green Members OK
With Killing Zionists

Leaked internal
communications from a pri-
vate WhatsApp group used

The Jewish Standard, September 2026

WORLD REPORT

A REVIEW OF RECENT EVENTS AFFECTING JEWS IN THE DIASPORA AND IN ISRAEL

by NOAH FREEDMAN

by UK Green  Party
members featured discus-
sions about “killing Zion-
ists” and descriptions of
British Jews as a “weapon”
for Israel.

The group, named

Je vous souhaite une
joyeuse féte de
Roch Hachana !

Wishing you & your family a

very happy
Rosh Hashanah!
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Greens Against Imperial-
ism, was established by
Sophus Magill, an un-
elected Green Party parish
councilor in Wootton Bridge
on the Isle of Wight. During
an online exchange in July,
Magill wrote that “Zionism
has to go, it’s ultimately an
apartheidal, ethnosuprema-
cist ideology.”

When another mem-
ber of the group asked what
that meant in practical
terms, Magill replied, “That
it needs to go. The only so-
lution is one equal state.”
Asked if that meant wiping
Israel off the map, in es-
sence,” Magill responded,
“Yes, I would like that,” and
added later in the conversa-

tion, “I don’t think it’s vio-
lent to want an illegitimate
apartheid state gone from
all maps, like Rhodesia.”
Other members of the
Green Party argued that
given Israel’s policies, hos-
tility against British Jews
was “understandable.”

In more Green Party
blatant antisemitism the
newly elected representative
for East Anglia on the Green
Party’s governing council,
Eleanora Sophie Folan, cele-
brated her victory on social
media, saying, “I know there
will be Zionists reading this
who are utterly furious that
I won. I welcome their ha-
tred.”

(Please turn to page 12)

SHANATOVA

On this Rosh Hashanah, may this new year be filled with health, happiness, and

sweetness for both, you and your family.

En cette période de Rosh Hashanah, nous vous souhaitons une nouvelle année
remplie de santé, de bonheur et de moments empreints de douceur, pour vous

et votre famille,
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AT WHAT
MOMENTDO
WE BECOME
PROUD TO BE
JEWISH?

One might think the answer is simple. Yet Jewish pride is not passed down
automatically. It is built, one moment at a time.

A day at school. A summer at camp. A first Shabbat celebration with friends. A trip

to Israel. A conversation on campus. A book read with a parent before bedtime.
These experiences shape far more than memories. They create a sense of belonging,
strengthen identity, and give young people the confidence to carry their heritage
with pride.

That is why Federation CJA works every day to make these experiences accessible
to everyone. In 2025-2026, 3,497 students across 16 Jewish schools in Montreal
benefited from its support, helping more families access a quality Jewish education.
Thousands more were able to take part in meaningful experiences through summer
camps, Hillel, PJ Library, trips to Israel, and community programs. Because a strong
community is built when everyone could find their place, develop their pride, and
build lasting connections.

This Jewish New Year, be part of passing it on. Your donation helps create the
experiences that shape a strong Jewish identity, today and for generations to come.

SHANA TOVA U’METUKA!

a_
v
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BECAUS c JA2: WE ARE COUNTING ON YOU.

GIVE GENEROUSLY.
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WORLD REPORT
(Continued from page 8)

Folan added: “Iintend
to stand by my manifesto:
defend freedom of speech
regarding Israel, support
members when they’re at-
tacked and smeared by the
feral Zionist press”.

Folan, who secured
her position following a
vote by Green Party
members, expressed grat-
itude to the activist group
Greens for Palestine for
their backing. “I'm very
happy to say”, she wrote,
“Green members in East
Anglia have elected me to
be their female rep on the
party’s governing council
(GPC). I'm so grateful to
them, and to Greens for
Palestine for their support.”

Folan then con-
cluded her statement with:
“Inshallah, we will prevail.”

Former Green Party
leader Caroline Lucas may

have called for the party to
curb its blatant antisemi-
tism but it does not appear
that anyone among the
Greens is listening.

Jewish Republicans
React to El-Sayed Win

The Republican
Jewish Coalition released
the following statement
from CEO Matt Brooks on
the Democrats’ nomination
of Abdul El-Sayed as their
candidate for U.S. Senate in
Michigan: “Abdul El-Sayed
is a direct threat to Michi-
gan’s Jewish community.
El-Sayed has called the gov-
ernment of the Jewish state
as 'evil' as Hamas, 'strug-
gled' to say that Israel has a
right to exist as a Jewish
state, and empathized with
a terrorist who tried to mur-

(Please turn to page 13)
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der Jewish schoolchildren
at Temple Israel in the De-
troit suburbs - and yet,
Michigan Democrats just
picked him as their no-
minee for the United States
Senate.

Michigan's Jewish
community does not need
this explained to them. They
lived it. They watched the
smoke rise over Walnut
Lake Road in March. Then
they watched Abdul El-
Sayed reach for a micro-
phone and offer his
rationale for why the attack
happened: not to blame the
terrorist, but to place the
blame 6,000 miles away
and the burden on the Jews
of West Bloomfield. Their
own rabbi called it what it
was: offensive. El-Sayed
later told his own sup-
porters that saying it was a
'risk.' It wasn't a risk, but it
was a clear revelation.

e

El-Sayed has cam-
paigned arm-in-arm with
Hasan Piker while Michigan
State's Hillel was warning
students about a 'known
antisemite' on their cam-
pus. He wants to strip Israel
not just of the weapons it
uses to defend itself, but of
the defensive systems that
intercept the rockets aimed
at innocent civilians. He
said 'T call bullshit' on any
definition of antisemitism
that touches his politics.
His campaign’s primary or-
ganizing principle is that a
pro-Israel Jewish American
advocacy group is a hidden
hand behind everything
wrong in Michigan — an ar-
gument so ugly that even
opponent Haley Stevens
herself called it blatant an-
tisemitism.

There is
complicated about
choice this November.

nothing
the

Mike Rogers is a dis-
tinguished Army veteran and
former FBI special agent who
chaired the House Intelli-
gence Committee. He spent
fourteen years in Congress as
one of the most reliable pro-
America, pro-Israel voices in
the House, and he has been
unflinching about confront-
ing antisemitism wherever it
appears. The RJC is honored
to have endorsed Mike
Rogers, and we are proud to
stand with him. Rogers came
within 0.34% of victory in
2024—we will help to ensure
that he wins in 2026.

Recent polls give El-
Sayed a slight edge.

Partners in Care: Supporting Mental Health Programs
The Cummings Centre is grateful for the generosity and kindness of the Johnson & Johnson and Goodera Companies,
whose sponsorship made possible the creation of Care Gift Bags for participants of the Cummings Centre’s Mental
Health Program Twelve Johnson & Johnson staff members along with their staff organizer, Rony Attar, and
Ines Saighi, Host from Goodera, came out to prepare the Care Gift Bags.

The Johnson & Johnson staff stayed on to volunteer at the Centre’s Volunteer Appreciation Party, where they served
refreshments, also generously sponsored by Johnson & Johnson

13

New Ice Cream Flavour
From Ben & Jerry’s

Ben & Jerry’s Israel
operation has come up with
a flavor that does not leave
much to interpretation.
Called “Milk and Honey,” a
nod to the biblical descrip-
tion of the Land of Israel, its
namesake ingredients are
supplied by Israeli cows and
bees and its chocolate fudge
pieces come shaped like
Stars of David.

The company, which
split from its American
counterpart after a conten-

(Please turn to page 16)




14 The Jewish Standard, September 2026

PORCELAIN | BATHROOMS | KITCHEN CABINETRY | TURN-KEY RENOVATIONS | COUNTERTOPS
CLOSETS AND WARDROBES BY PIANCA

Wishing You and Your Loved ones a
Happy and Healthy Rosh Hashanah
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR
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tious 2021 boycott fight, is
billing the new pint as its
“most Israeli flavor ever”
and, on its website, as a
“symbol of hope, rehabilita-
tion, and positive action”
after the Hamas-led Oct. 7
attack.

North American Medical
Schools Hotbed of Hatred

At the University of
California, Los Angeles
David Geffen School of Med-
icine, Jews were labeled as
oppressors. Patients were
afraid to be identified as
Jews at the University of
California, San Francisco,
and protesters targeted
medical schools in New York
City and demanded the de-
struction of the State of Is-
rael. The vilification of Israel
on display at the The Uni-
versity of Manitoba has led

many to wonder how Cana-
dian Jews can receive “un-
biased healthcare”.

These are some of
the antisemitic incidents
that erupted in hospitals,
dental schools, psychology
conferences and elsewhere
since Oct. 7, according to a
recently published study in
the Rambam Maimonides
Medical Journal.

“After Oct. 7, the
landscape shifted in a seis-
mic way, not that antisemi-
tism was brand new,
because we do have a his-
tory of quotas to limit Jew-
ish enrollment in medicine
and other examples of dis-
crimination against Jewish
doctors,” said Hedy Wald,
clinical professor of family
medicine at Brown Univer-
sity’s Warren Alpert Medical
School and a co-author of
the study.

“But you had medi-
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cal students and health
professionals posting horri-
fic things on social media,
very antisemitic, very anti-
Israel biased, and starting
to see this appear in medi-
cal journals,” said Wald,
who holds a doctorate in
clinical psychology from Ye-
shiva University.

She and her co-au-
thor, Dr. Steven Roth, Mi-
chael Reese endowed
professor at the University
of Illinois College of Medi-
cine and associate head for
research for faculty devel-
opment and for faculty af-
fairs in the anesthesiology
department, found exam-
ples of Jew-hatred in medi-
cine that amounted to a
“tsunami of hate.”

“That came “in the
sacred space that we in-
habit—providing healthcare
to people when they’re most
vulnerable and actually
watching this right before
our eyes,” she said.

The report found
medical school faculty and
health practitioners posting

antisemitic tropes and den-
tists in Miami and Boston
losing their jobs after tear-
ing posters of the hostages
taken from Israel by Hamas
on Oct. 7.

Readers may recall,
and the Rambam study
uses it as evidence, the
valedictorian address two
years ago by Dr. Glen New-
man to the graduating class
at the University of Mani-
toba. Dr. Newman called for
a Gaza ceasefire, criticized
medical silence on what he
saw as a humanitarian cri-
sis and accused Israel of a
“genocidal war”.  What’s
even more worrying is that
the doctor’s speech was
cheered by graduates and
he was given a standing
ovation. True after com-
plaints, including one from
billionaire philanthropist
Dr. Ernest Rudy, after
whom the school of medi-
cine is named, who called
the address nothing more
than “hate speech and lies”,
the university removed the
speech and the reaction from

the video of the ceremony
but the views of Newman
and the applauding stu-
dents are indicative of a
major problem in schools of
medicine across this
country. Certainly, the Uni-
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versity of Toronto is no ex-
ception as Dr. Ayelet Kuper
pointed out in her 2022

study.
“We must take firm
action”, concludes the Ram-
(Please turn to pagel9)
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bam Maimonides Medical
Journal, “to counter all of
this more broadly as a ‘ma-
lignant normality,” which is
manifested in the ethical
perversion and complicity of
physicians in Nazism and
the Holocaust. It is our duty
and moral responsibility
within clinical care, re-
search, teaching, systems
policy and administrative
leadership in the health
care field”.

Judge in Argentina
Given the Boot

For the first time in
the country’s history an Ar-
gentine federal judge was
removed from office for a
series of antisemitic posts
on his social media ac-
counts that constituted
misconduct incompatible
with his role as an impartial
arbiter, an impeachment
panel ruled.

Alfredo Eugenio
Lopez, who headed Federal
Court No. 4 in the coastal
city of Mar del Plata, was re-
moved by Argentina’s Jury of
Impeachment, a special panel
composed of judges, law-
makers and lawyers.

In Lopez’s social
media posts, the judge re-
ferred to Jews as “a brood of
vipers,” Israel as a “fictitious
state” and Argentinian Jews
as “foreigners.”

According to the
panel, the judge committed
acts of “discrimination and
the denial of equal rights
against the Argentine Jew-
ish community. For the
purposes of these proceed-
ings, it is particularly signif-
icant that, by acting in this
manner, he shattered public
confidence in his continued
fitness to administer justice
impartially.”

Suspended Student
Loses Appeal

A former Columbia
University student who said

“Zionists don’t deserve to
live” has had his lawsuit
against the college dismissed.

According to Con-
servative US media outlet
The Daily Wire, Caribbean-
American Khymani James
“felt endangered and wanted
to show what he viewed as
Columbia’s repression of
pro-Palestinian  students
and people of colour.”

James said he was
“very comfortable” calling
for Zionists to die and com-
pared killing Zionists to kill-
ing Nazis, Fascists, and
racists: “Zionists don’t de-
serve to live comfortably, let
alone Zionists don’t deserve
to live. The same way we are
very comfortable accepting
Nazis don’t deserve to live,
Fascists don’t deserve to
live, racists don’t deserve to
live, Zionists, they shouldn’t
live in this world.”

Columbia suspended
him and his request to re-
enroll was denied. James
accused Columbia of dis-
criminating against him be-
cause of his race and support
for Palestinians.The Univer-
sity countered that James
had shown “insufficient” re-
flection on the conduct that
led to his suspension
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OUR STORIES, THEIR INHERITANCE
(Continued from page 3)

a twin sister. They were also
chosen as servant boys to
the brutal SS guards in the
Hospital Camp  guard
shack. From this improb-
able and perilous vantage
point, they bore witness to
the daily operations of
Auschwitz-Birkenau in
ways few prisoners ever
could.

I spent thousands of
hours listening to their tes-
timonies, comparing their
recollections with historical
records, and reconstructing
their world step by step.
Somewhere during those
five and half years, I
stopped seeing Auschwitz
through my eyes, I had
learned to see it through
theirs.

As I stood on the
railway ramp surrounded
by hundreds of visitors, I
heard the tour guides
speaking in different lan-
guages, the tourists listen-
ing quietly as they tried to
absorb the enormity of what

CHAMPLAIN
514.271.111

Shara Tova!

May You Be Blessed
With a Happy,

had happened there and
then, there were those tak-
ing selfies. I turned away to
walk in my father’s foot-
steps to Mengele’s Hospital
Camp.

After twenty mi-
nutes of walking the endless
road between the Hungar-
ian Women's Camp and the
Men's Labour Camp, cut-
ting through the heart of
the  Auschwitz-Birkenau
complex, an immense land-
scape that seemed to
stretch without end. Barbed
wire disappeared into the
distance. Hundreds of bar-
racks that held up to one
thousand people each, ex-
tended row after never end-
ing row. In the sweltering
40-degree heat, I realized I
wasn't walking alone. I felt
their presence.

Every step I took
had been taken by fright-
ened families, children, par-
ents, grandparents. They
believed what they had been
told, “you are being reset-

Healthy & Sweet
New Year!

taxichamplain.com

tled.” They obeyed the au-
thorities. They followed
instructions. They trusted
that reason would even-
tually prevail. It never
did.

When I finally
reached the Hospital Camp,
I stopped cold. There were
the remnants of the con-
crete foundation of the SS
guard shack. Most visitors
see only a broken concrete
form. I saw the building.

As I stood among
the ruins, the walls rose
around me. I could see the
French window overlooking
the electrified gate where
Kalman and Leopold re-
ported for duty each morn-
ing, waiting for the guards
inside the shack to sum-
moned them. I could pic-
ture the guards at their
desks, my father and Leopold
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stoking the coal stove to
warm the duty room, and
the small storage room
where the boys cautiously
stole scraps from the
guards' unfinished meals,
risking everything for one
more day of survival.
Eighty-two  years  had
erased the structure. Their
memories rebuilt it.

Auschwitz was
never the warning.
Auschwitz was the con-
sequence.

Long before the
trains arrived, there were
the lies. Propaganda ampli-
fied them. Repetition made
them believable. Eventually,
they became accepted as
truth. People stopped see-
ing their Jewish neighbours
as neighbours. People be-
came comfortable with lan-

(Please turn to following page)
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OUR STORIES, THEIR INHERITANCE
(Continued from preceding page)

guage they would once have
condemned. Then came the
government ordinances, the
ghettos, the deportations,
and finally, the death
camps.

Today, we once
again see the lies spreading

with alarming speed, and
antisemitism is finding a
voice, on university cam-
puses, across social media,
and in our communities. We
need to confront it wherever
it appears.
But how?

SHANA TOVA
TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY
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The most powerful
response we possess is one
that begins much closer to
home. At our own tables,
with our own families. Kal-
man stated it clearly, “the
avenue for the next genera-
tion is clear... Education.
First at home, our children,
grandchildren... so that it
is not forgotten."

The Nazis sought to
erase more than Jewish
lives. They sought to erase
Jewish memory. Every story
we tell denies them that vic-
tory. Every photograph we
explain. Every name we re-
member. Every family story
we pass to a child or grand-
child. Every act of remem-
brance is an act of Jewish
resilience. Leopold put it
simply, “It’s important to
pass our stories to the next
generation.”

When I began doc-
umenting their testimonies,
I thought I was preserving
my father and Kalman’s

story. I now understand
that every Jewish family is
entrusted with a story of its
own. Woven together, these
stories become the history
of our people, and it is our
responsibility to preserve
them, protect them, and
pass them on.

This Rosh Hasha-
nah, I hope your tables are
filled with more than food
and tradition. I hope they
are filled with stories. Tell
your children about the
grandparents and great
grandparents they never
met. Where your family
came from. What was lost,
what was rebuilt. Tell them
why, despite everything, we
are still here.

In a world where
others increasingly seek to
define who Jews are, there
is no greater act of resil-
ience than ensuring our
children know both the
story of their family and the
story of our people.
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This is their inheri- tional resources, and the
tance. This is how the Jew- documentary Leo’s Journey
ish people will endure. — The Story of the Mengele

Shana Tovah. Twins, additional infor-

For readers wishing mation is available at
to learn more about Kalman www.KalmanAndLeopold.
and Leopold’s story, educa- com

COULD HAVE BEEN JEWS
(Continued from page 6)

make the journey safely men love freedom to the res-
back across the Atlantic. olution and fortitude of the
Not only did the people of Britain,” the
rubble keep the Liberty plaque declares. “They saw
ships afloat, but it served a their homes struck down
second important purpose. without warning. It was not
When the ships reached their walls but their valor
New York City, they dumped that kept them free.”
the debris in the East River, Mayor La Guardia
between 23rd Street and called the naming of the site
34th Street. There it served “a reminder of the fury and
as part of the foundation for cruelty of the Nazi forces.”
a highway which was then Nazi cruelty was also of par-
under construction, known ticular concern to Jewish
as the East River Drive. rescue advocates in the
In June 1942, New United States, who noticed
York City Mayor Fiorello La the irony in the Roosevelt
Guardia headlined an event administration’s choice of
saluting the people of Bris- “ballast of rubble”.
tol. LaGuardia, British The huge mounds
Consul-General  Godfrey brought from Bristol to
Haggard, and other digni- Manhattan demonstrated
taries—including twenty-six that bringing Jewish refu-
Bristol-born British Royal gees to the United States
Marines—gathered in the would be “no problem at
small promenade at the end all,” the editors of The An-
of East 25th Street to install swer (published by the res-
a plaque proclaiming the cue activists known as the
site “Bristol Basin.” Bergson Group) wrote. They
“Brought here in argued: “It is as important to
ballast from overseas, these devote shipping space to
fragments that once were help secure the foundations
homes shall testify while of humanity by saving lives
(Please turn to following page)
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COULD HAVE BEEN JEWS
(Continued from preceding page)

as it is to bring rubble for
filling in foundations for
River driveways.”

The editors of the
Baltimore Jewish Times
likewise cited the Bristol
precedent. They pointed out
that the Roosevelt admin-
istration’s claim that ship-
ping “is not available was
disproven by the fact that
U.S. ships were “going out
of their way to find ballast
on return trips” from Eng-
land. Not only that, but the
Allies recently had used
supposedly “unavailable”
ships to bring many thou-
sands of Polish (non-Jdewish)
refugees to Mexico, the edi-
tors noted.

Similar calls were
made in the years to follow.
When the Germans began
the mass deportation of
Hungary’s Jews to Auschwitz

in 1944, Freda Kirchwey,
editor of the political affairs
journal The Nation, urged
President Roosevelt to “im-
mediately establish ports of
asylum for Jewish refu-
gees...Troopships which
have delivered their loads at
Mediterranean ports could
be diverted for a single er-
rand of mercy.”

Ultimately, the real
obstacle to rescue was not a
lack of ships. It was Pres-
ident Franklin D. Roose-
velt’s opposition to bringing
any significant number of
European Jewish refugees
to the United States. Late in
the war, public and con-
gressional pressure con-
vinced the president to make
one small election-year ges-
ture: he authorized the tem-
porary admission of one
group of 982 refugees.
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There was no difficulty find-
ing a ship for them.

The final irony of
this story has to do with the
construction of the East -
River Drive, which was com-
pleted with the help of the
rubble from Bristol - the
rubble that was chosen to

serve as ballast instead of
Jewish refugees. Today
known as the FDR Drive, it
was renamed to honor a
president who is deservedly
revered for his many achieve-
ments, but whose legacy is
tarnished by his tragic aban-
donment of the Jews.

RENOUNCING HIS PAST
(Continued from page 7)

ideas should never require
an entire people to despise
themselves or inherit collec-
tive guilt. That distinction
crystallized something I had
been struggling to articu-
late.

I arrived in London
assuming that 1 would
spend most of the time de-
fending my views.

In the months lead-
ing up to the conference, I
had begun asking whether I
was communicating in the
most effective way possible.

I still believe radical Islamist
ideology deserves scrutiny.
But was I creating opportu-
nities for reform-minded
Muslims and Arabs to join
that conversation? Or was I
making it harder for them to
hear what I was actually
trying to say?

The conversations in
London didn’t answer all my
questions completely. They
did, however, convince me
that persuasion and coali-
tion-building require more

(Please turn to following page)
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RENOUNCING HIS PAST
(Continued from preceding page )

than simply being right.
They require creating space
for people who share your
goals, even if they arrive
there via a different path.

Perhaps the biggest
surprise was that some of
the strongest voices defend-
ing Israel’s place in the Mid-
dle East were not Jewish at
all.

They were Arab in-
tellectuals, Iranian dissidents,

Muslim reformers and
others who have experi-
enced firsthand what Islam-
ist movements do to the
societies they claim to rep-
resent. They disagreed with
one another on history, pol-
itics, religion, and even as-
pects of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. Yet they shared a
conviction that extremism
threatens all of their com-
munities, not just Israel.

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS IN

OTTAWA

\ Mamma

Tervesa

Benvenuto & Buon appetito!
From the hills of Parma in northern Italy,
to the dining tables of
Mamma Teresa’s in Ottawa,
Frank and Walter have brought the best of
traditional Italian cuisine!

300 Somerset St, West
Ottawa, ON K2P 0J6
613-236-3023
www.mammateresa.com
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This is a story that
rarely breaks through out-
side the region.

The Middle East is
often portrayed as a collec-
tion of rigid, irreconcilable
camps: Arab versus Israeli
or Muslim versus Jew. Sit-
ting in that room, I saw
something different taking
shape. I saw an emerging
coalition of people who re-

their politics or determine
heir future.

Earlier, I challenged
you to imagine a room
where people from com-
munities with generations
of conflict choose dialogue
over division.

Two years ago, I
never imagined [ would find
myself in that room. Today,
I believe the future of the
fused to let extremists de- Middle East depends on
fine their identity, dictate building many more rooms

OTTAWA NOSTALGIA

The Jewish Standard has been publishing
sincel1929. The following items appeared in the December
7th, 1934 edition. They reflect a community with a vibrant
social and communal life. - the Editor

Mr. Jack Steinkopf
who was the guest of his
brother-in-law and sister,
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Frei-
man, during his stay in Ot-

Mrs. Alan Bronfman, Bel-
vedere Road.

Miss Mary Fleming
has returned to Ottawa
from Toronto, where she

tawa, has returned to spent the past month.
Winnipeg. Mr. and Mrs. Mi-
Mrs. Harold Pearl chael Freedman and their

has left for San Antonio,
Texas, where she will spend
the next two months with
her parents, Mr. and Mrs. I.
J. Mayfach.

Miss Queene Frei-
man is spending a week in
Montreal as the guest of her
aunt and uncle, Mr. and

son will take up residence
shortly at 92 Powell Avenue.

Mr. I. A. Cushing, of
Boston, Mass., who was in
Ottawa to address the
Young People’s League, was
accompanied by his sister,
Miss Gladys Cushing, and
were the guests of Mr. Harold

BEST WISHES FOR ROSH HASHANAH
TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY OF

‘ e GEMTEC

613 836-1422

MAY YOUR CELEBRATION BE A JOYOUS ONE
* Environmental Engineering
www.gemtec.ca
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Shaffer, Malborough Ave-
nue, for several days.

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney
Lewis, of Montreal, have taken
up residence in Ottawa at the

Mrs. 1. Zivian is
spending the weekend in
Toronto as the guest of her
brother and sister-in-law,
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Yaffe.

Finklestein, and has re-
turned to Montreal.

Miss Rita Appel en-
tertained the members of
the Bridge Club at a bridge
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and Miss Nellie Hanser.
Miss Sadie Ellenberg as-
sisted the hostess.

The Lilian Chapter
of Hadassah held an after-

Miss Minnie Botner
was the guest of Miss Muriel

Strathcona Apartments, Lau-
rier Avenue East.

noon tea at the home of Mrs.
E. Bennett, 243 Chapel St.

party at her home. Prizes
were won by Miss Rae Appel

We Wish the Jewish Community of Ottawa
A Happy and Healthy ROSH HASHANAH

—d I35

* Masonry Repairs
* Waterproofing

BUILDING RESTORATION LTD. : g::::r;g
et jonasrestoration SO * Concrete Repairs

Alex Collier

alex@jonasrestoration.com

3717 5t Joseph Blvd,, Orleans, ON K1C 1T1
Tel: 613-837-0111 » Fax: 613-837-6724
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HE TYPE OF SENATOR U.S. DEMOCRATS
NEED MORE OF [

SENATOR JOHN FETTERMAN’S SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL

is something for which all Jews should be grateful. Since
the October 7 Hamas massacre, Fetterman has stood firmly
with Israel, blaming Hamas (and Iran) for ongoing violence
and declaring opposition to turning Israel into a “pariah
state He champions full funding for Israel’s defense systems,
including the Iron Dome, and supported a bipartisan vote
sanctioning the International Criminal Court over its arrest
warrants targeting Israeli leaders—one of only a few Senate
Democrats to do so. Fetterman has advocated striking
Iran’s nuclear facilities—calling it a “once-in-a-generation
opportunity”. He maintains that support for Israel “de-
serves much better from my party” and criticizes Democrats
for neglecting Jewish concerns, including the antisemitic
rhetoric on college campuses that crosses the line from free
speech to intimidation.

SHANA TOVA
TO OUR JEWISH FRIENDS AND CLIENTS

Fairhall

Moffatt e~ :
Woodland
LI M1 T ED waw [mw.on ca
ONTARTD LAND SUAVE YORS = Topographe Engmeening / Conshruchion Sunveys
» Lpgal Surveys = Lang Deveippmeant Services

« Giobal Positioning System Surveys = Land Information Services

1D0-600 Terry Fox Drive Kanata, ON L2L 486 (613) 591-2580

www.fmw.on.ca

HAPPY NEW YEAR TO OUR
JEWISH FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS

57 years of success and counting!

Our philosophy of putting the customer
first is the reason we have grown
over the past 57 years.
You won't find the big-box store mentality
here. With honesty, integrity and proven
after-sales service; we ;_Egly go the extra mile.

1560 Stittsville Main Street, Ottawa ON
613-836-4841 www.vostrailers.ca




We wish our Jewish customers
a Happy New Year.
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MOTOR CARS

QUEBEC

THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF AT HOLAND
AUTOMOTIVE GROUP WISHES ALL OF ITS
JEWISH CUSTOMERS A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

HOLAND

AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
$ R Y@= Q G

HOLAND AUTOMOTIVE GROUP
8525, boul. Décarie, Montréal (QC) H4P 2J2 =
T 514-739-3601 holandleasing.com :

BEST WISHES
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MASERATI MIONTREAL 8525 Decarie, Town Mount-Royal, QC 514-738-3030 maseratimontreal.com
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